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The National Economic Council 
(NEC) has fi nally released its In-
augural Report and may be about 

to adopt a new name.
 The 107-page document (Dated April 
2005) has come at the end of three years of 
work by the NEC, following its establish-
ment in September 2002.

The document, which was put together by 
a technical committee with input by the Of-
fi ce of Private Sector Relations (OPSR) of 
the Offi ce of the Prime Minister, came at the 
end of a series of consultations with the so-
cial partners and recommends to the Govern-
ment various initiatives aimed at accelerating 
the economic advancement of St. Lucia.
 Inaugurated in a climate of unsatisfacto-
ry economic performance associated with 
considerable uncertainty in the global econ-
omy and grave concerns about the grow-
ing geopolitical tensions in many parts of 
the world, the NEC has over the past three 
years been getting its act together. 
 It notes that “although the particular con-
cerns which obtained at the time of its es-
tablishment now seem less ominous to the 
island’s economic welfare, there remains 
an urgent need to generate a resurgence 
of economic growth and to accelerate the 
pace of development in order to cater to 
the growing needs and aspirations of the 
population.”
 “In the face of these realities, the NEC 
undertook its mandate with a clear under-

standing of the importance and urgency 
with which St. Lucia must confront the 
current economic challenges and deter-
mine for itself a discernible and sustain-
able growth path for the medium to long 
term,” says the report.
 The report covers areas such as the 
development framework in which it has 
to operated and makes recommenda-
tions for approaches and strategies. It 
also examines sector-specifi c initiatives 
and cross-sector strategies, and it offers 
an implementation plan. The future role 
of the NEC and fi nancing considerations 
are also covered in the report.
 It is understood that the thinking 
among members of the council is that 
it’s scope should be broadened to in-
clude not just economic issues, but so-
cial matters as well. 
 Thus, it is expected that the NEC may 
undergo a slight name adjustment to the 
National Economic and Social Council 
(NESC).
 The Chgairman of the NEC is noted 
local economist, Mr Richard Peterkin.

Prime Minister Dr Kenny D. 
Anthony earlier this week 
attended the second Cari-
com-Cuba Summit, which 

took place in Barbados.
The summit, the fi rst of which took 

place in the Cuban capital, Havana, 
three years ago, was attended by Heads 
of Government of the Caricom mem-
ber-states and Cuba. It reviewed multi-
lateral and bilateral relations and issues 
of mutual interest to the participating 
states.

At the end of the meeting, four docu-
ments were signed by the leaders. These 
included a Declaration of Bridgetown, 
a Statement on Terrorism, an Agree-
ment on Cultural Cooperation Between 
Caricom and Cuba and an Agreement 
on Scientifi c and Technical Coopera-
tion Between Cuba and Caricom.
  The Caricom-Cuba summit was held 
to coincide with the designation of De-
cember 8 as Cuba-Caricom Day.

Cuba and Caricom have estab-
lished diplomatic relations for the 
past 33 years, with Guyana, Trinidad 

& Tobago, Jamaica and Barbados be-
ing the fi rst Caricom member-states 
to establish diplomatic relations with 
Havana.

The Barbados summit was co-
chaired by Cuban President Fidel Cas-
tro and Dr Anthony, who is the current 
chairman of Caricom.

Meanwhile, the summit was pre-
ceded by a meeting of Heads of 
Government of Caricom, during 
which the region’s leaders took the 
opportunity to assess the state of 
readiness of member-states to intro-
duce the Caricom Single Market and 
Economy (CSME).

PM Dr. Kenny Anthony and President Dr. Fidel Castro in a comradely embrace
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Radio St. Lucia’s Sparrow Gold 
takes place this weekend at the 
Pigeon Island National Land-

mark. The show has been hailed by the 
Prime Minister as “a significant mile-
stone” which shows that the station has 
“turned the corner” from one with “a 
tumultuous history” to one that instils 
“pleasure and pride” as it embraces “a 
new culture.” He the government’s de-
cision to change the station’s ownership 
structure “from a statutory corporation 
to a company wholly owned by the state” 
as “a step in the right direction” that is 
yielding “tangible results.” In this issue, 
we feature the address by Prime Minister 
and Minister for Finance, International 
Financial Services, Economic Affairs 
and Information, Honourable Dr. Ken-
ny D. Anthony, at the Press Launch for 
this weekend’s event, which took place 

Keynote Address by Hon. Philip J. 
Pierre, Minister for Commerce, Tourism, 
Investment &  Consumer Affairs of Saint 
Lucia  at the 29th Miami Conference 
on the Caribbean Basin December 5-7, 
2005. Inter Continental Hotel, Miami, 
Florida 
 Let me first of all apologize for the Hon.  
Prime Minister, Dr Kenny D. Anthony, 
who is unable to be here due to urgent un-
scheduled regional events. 
 The Hon. Prime Minister was very 
pleased to be invited and intended to be 
here to speak on your theme: “A Prosper-
ous Third Border”.   I wish to congratulate 
the organizers of this conference, the Ca-
ribbean Central American Action (CCAA), 
for their tireless efforts in ensuring that 
the small economies of the Caribbean and 
Central America have a forum for articula-
tion by Caribbean Leaders from the public 
sector, the business community and civil 
society on the issues affecting the region 
and its economic prospects. 
 Mr. Chairman, we live at a time char-
acterized by globalisation and trade liber-
alization. A time when the very systems 
and rules of international trade that were 
advanced by the developed world to fa-
cilitate the growth and development of 
small former colonies are being rewritten 
to facilitate the further advancement of the 
developed world.  It is a time when new 
questions are being asked of the relation-
ship between size and development. 
 It can be argued that small economies 
have both advantages and disadvantages, 
in particular, disadvantages associated 
with limited economies of scale, less scope 
for diversification and macroeconomic 
autonomy.   In addition, since the 1980s 
it has increasingly been shown that trade 
among asymmetric countries has led to an 
increase in income gaps as technological 
advantages have not been evenly distrib-
uted between larger and smaller countries 
and polarization has become the rule rather 
than the exception. 
 Further, one of the critical factors identi-
fied as the cause for the continued imbal-
ance in the pace of development between 
the larger and more prosperous economies 
and small states as exists in Central Amer-
ica and the Caribbean has been scale econ-
omies, both internal and external to firms.   
Thus, to the extent that small size implies 
that economies of scale cannot be attained, 
higher production costs and unfavourable 
competitive positions have resulted. This is 
one of the objective structural realities that 
confront small states and one that we have 
been consistently endeavouring to bring to 
the understanding of our global partners. 
Mr. Chairman, the research shows that 
while very small developing economies 
such as those in the Eastern Caribbean with 
populations of less that 300,000 inhabitants 
have the tendency to be able to grow rap-

idly with exports of one or two key com-
modities or services, this invariably leads 
to a situation of extreme vulnerability. 
This vulnerability is further compounded 
as their domestic markets are too small to 
reap the benefits of economies of scale or 
provide a viable alternative market for their 
output.   It is countries such as these in the 
Caribbean that are most vulnerable to the 
challenges of globalisation and run the risk 
of being caught in a development trap.
 At the multilateral level, despite what 
appeared to be very encouraging develop-
ments in the Doha round in 2001, small 
economies have experienced nothing more 
than stumbling blocks in their efforts to 
maintain a continuing presence in their 
traditional markets in Developed Coun-
tries, with increasing technical barriers that 
limit their capacity to respond due to the 
substantial costs necessary to make the re-
quired adjustments, which are immediate. 
The United States Patriot Act and the new 
EU SPS rules requiring only fumigated 
pallets to enter U.S. ports are but only two 
major Technical Barriers to Trade (TBTs).  
The latter, while sounding insignificant, are 
among others which have further mitigated 
against our trading capacity. In addition to 
this we must contend with modifications to 
existing treaties which serve to effectively 
shut out our products.   The United States 
modification to the Caribbean Basin Initia-
tive (CBI) permitting only garments made 
from US textiles to enter duty free into 
their market has had a disastrous effect on 
our garment industry. 
 The Caribbean is therefore caught at a 
juncture where these small countries with 
extremely limited resources and small mar-
kets are being asked to compete under con-
ditions of full competition with the larger 

more developed countries; countries with 
huge domestic markets and capacity to 
reap both internal and external economies 
and able to export to the smaller countries 
under more competitive terms. It is in this 
context that we are being asked to become 
a “Prosperous Third Border”.
Growth Performance in the Caribbean 

 Mr. Chairman, a review by the World 
Bank of the growth performance of the Ca-
ribbean over the last four decades reveals 
a mixed performance. The Caribbean as a 
region has grown at a rate faster than Latin 
America but not as fast as East Asia.  And 
while the decade of the 80s has been con-
sidered a lost decade for Latin America, 
this has not been the case for the Caribbean 
not withstanding the relative good perfor-
mance of the Caribbean, there has been a 
declining trend of growth in the Caribbean 
since the 1970s.   Over that period, the en-
gine of growth has shifted from agricul-
ture to services.   But the expansion of the 
services sector has not seen expansion in 
industry or agriculture with the latter los-
ing more ground over the last two decades. 
Tourism accounts for the largest share of 
the services sector and in St. Lucia is the 
largest foreign exchange earner.  There has 
been rapid growth in local tourism entre-
preneurship as evidenced by the develop-
ment of a local hotel chain, viz Sunswept 
Resorts, owning and managing several ho-
tels in St. Lucia and the OECS.   
 Expected linkages between tourism 
and agriculture have not seen substantial 
growth or increased direct investment in 
agriculture, however in CARICOM there 
has been some growth and investment in 
the tourism infrastructure and a number of 
world class hotel names have developed, 
e.g. Sandals Group, Almond Resorts and 
Super Clubs.  They own properties in sev-
eral islands and there has been some level 
of vertical integration in the Industry. The 
shift to services based economies has, in 
the main, helped cushion the fallout from 
the changes in the rules of international 
trade for agricultural trading products 
such as bananas, rum and sugar, struc-
tural rigidities within the economies of 
the small states in the region have meant 
that the transition within these economies 
have been slow and sometimes painful. In-
creased levels of crime, the emergence of a 
drug trade and unacceptable levels of pov-
erty in some countries have become new 
challenges for the region.  However, CAR-
ICOM as a region has maintained a high 
level of democracy and good governance.  
There are also challenges to the tourism 
industry viz airlift competition from sup-
plier markets and limited marketing funds.    

Small Economies Response - Restruc-
turing Internally

 Given the challenges and constraints 
that small size imposes and awareness of 
the demands of a globalized world, the Ca-

ribbean Community has moved ahead to 
further deepen their relationship in estab-
lishing the CARICOM Single Market and 
Economy (CSME). 
 Mr. Chairman, the CSME is the Caribbe-
an’s response to the imperatives of a world 
focused on the removal of all trade pref-
erences that have over the decades, served 
as the basis for the participation of small 
states in the Caribbean in international 
trade. In fact, one would note that the coun-
tries of the Caribbean are among the most 
open economies in the world. Therefore 
for us in the Caribbean, the issue is not our 
willingness to participate in international 
trade, but rather the capacity of our private 
sector to compete under conditions devoid 
of preferences.  
 In an effort therefore to get our pro-
ductive sectors engaged in the conduct of 
business under conditions of full competi-
tion, the CSME will lead to the removal of 
all barriers to the free flow of all factors 
of production within the common market 
area. This should set the basis for a more 
efficient allocation of resources and in-
creased levels of output and productivity. 
 As a consequence, the Caribbean area 
should register an expansion in intra-re-
gional trade thereby reducing its vulner-
ability to external shocks in the markets 
of its current major trading partners. The 
CSME will also serve as the vehicle to 
present to the international community, a 
unified region with a market of over six 
million people and hence a region with the 
potential to attract market seeking foreign 
direct investment (FDI). The CSME will 
position the region as a jurisdiction with 
the capability to meet the needs of effi-
ciency seeking FDI. This will be made pos-
sible through the collective pool of skilled 
labour that will become available in any 
member state as a consequence of the free 
movement of labour. 
 Mr. Chairman, the Caribbean is deter-
mined to address the challenges identi-
fied earlier and consequently, one of the 
Region’s main goals is to attract foreign 
direct investment. In that regard, the Ca-
ribbean Community is in the process of 
implementing a new investment regime 
(Caribbean Agreement on Investment) 
aimed at regulating cross-border invest-
ment activity within the common market 
area and simultaneously developing a 
new investment code (Caribbean Invest-
ment Code) geared towards regulating 
investment activity between members of 
the CSME and third countries. Hence the 
new regulatory arrangements bear testi-
mony to the efforts of the small econo-
mies within the region aimed at introduc-
ing greater transparency in the investment 
process in the CSME.

Continued on page 8 

at Sandals Golf Resort and Spa, La Toc, 
on Tuesday, November 15, 2005.

Of pleasure and pride
 It is with a sense of pleasure and pride 
that I welcome this opportunity to speak to 
you briefly on this latest initiative by Ra-
dio St. Lucia – Sparrow Gold.  Pleasure, 
because I love the Mighty Sparrow and 
his music.  He is undoubtedly the quintes-
sential calypsonian and performer.  Plea-
sure, because Sparrow Gold will showcase 
alongside the greatest exponent of the ca-
lypso art form, some of our own seasoned 
and budding calypso talents.  And the ex-
perience will be to the benefit of all.

A tumultuous history
 My sense of pride comes from the fact 
that Sparrow Gold is a Radio St. Lucia 
initiative, and importantly, emphasises the 
fact that Radio St. Lucia has turned a cor-
ner, albeit quietly.

 Undoubtedly, Radio St. Lucia has had 
a tumultuous history.  Until a couple 
years ago, it was not uncommon for Ra-
dio St. Lucia to be in the news for all the 
wrong reasons.  However, in the past two 
years, the station truly has began the pro-
cess of transformation that the Govern-
ment of Saint Lucia hoped would come 
when it took the decision in 1999 to con-
vert Radio St. Lucia from a statutory cor-
poration to a company wholly owned by 
the state.  
 The idea then was to introduce a new 
corporate governance structure in the con-
duct of the affairs of RSL allowing it to 
function more effectively in the commer-
cial environment in an attempt to put Radio 
St Lucia on a path to sustainable growth 
and financial viability.

Continued on page 8  

Hon. Philip J. Pierre

Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Kenny Anthony

‘

‘
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Prime Minister and Minister for 
Finance Hon. Dr. Kenny An-
thony, says the just concluded 

Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment meeting in Malta, issued a spe-
cial statement on small states and 
the impacts of world trade on their 
economies.  Following days of tense 
negotiations, Dr. Anthony says the 
prospects remain frightening for 
large scale agriculture in the region.
 The latest hurdle involves the Eu-

The Department of Fisheries is 
calling for better management 
of lands which are located 

close to waterways. The Department 
has stated that blatant disregard for  
prescribed  environmental practices 
have  led to detrimental effects on 
the island’s coastal waters and ma-
rine life. 
 One of the bad practices the Fisher-
ies Department has cited regards  the 
dumping  of untreated or semi-treated 
sewerage into the seas surrounding the 
island. This unsafe practice is  gener-
ally taking a toll on the health and exis-
tence of marine life. In recent times the 
Fisheries Department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
has reported that coral reefs are being 
endangered.
 The Department of Fisheries is 
sounding an  alarm for  persons to cur-

tail negative environmental practices. 
The Ministry says the situation is fur-
ther worsened by  the effects of Cli-
mate Change on the coral  reefs. 
  Fisheries Biologist Suzanna  Scott  
says septic tanks which are located near 
shore areas and agro -chemicals dis-
posed in rivers, also pose  serious prob-
lems. But she says often  bad  practices 
such as poor land use ultimately begins 
the  negative cycle.
  “You have to look at environmen-
tal management from the island’s per-
spective. If you have to  try to limit 
the amount of  sediments entering into 
the waters, you have to start managing 
your land uses from well upstream be-
cause the sediment is not coming from 
the near shore and just falling into the 
sea; its coming from well inland where 
you have denuded areas of forests, or 
persons maybe planting  the  wrong 

types of vegetation close to a river or 
actually clear cutting areas very close 
to rivers”
 Mrs. Scot says  persons  must recog-
nise that  pollution of rivers inevitably 
lead to pollution of the sea.
  “ So what we have to bear in mind,  
in order for us to be able to correct this 

is  that we have to correct what we are 
doing on land, because anything that 
enters into the river enters into the sea, 
the rivers all lead to the sea.”
 The Department of Fisheries is cur-
rently monitoring the coral reefs  very 
closely and remain optimistic about 
some recovery to depleted areas.

One of several offshore islets along St. Lucia’s coast line

ropean Union’s recent adjustment to 
its Sugar Protocol , which calls for a 
gradual reduction in the price of sugar. 
Regional leaders have expressed con-
cern over the decision and its negative 
impacts on Caribbean sugar producing 
states like Jamaica, Barbados and St. 
Kitts which recently left the industry 
after amounting debt of over US $150 
million.
 Dr. Anthony says the issue is further 
compounded by the lack of equity in 

the proposed compensation package 
being offered to Caribbean states via a 
vis their EU counterparts.
  “They cannot expect to compensate 
the entire ACP grouping by about 40 
million Euro per year. This is 40 mil-
lion Euro for so many members of the 
ACP grouping. It really is a drop in 
the bucket. On the other hand, they are 
compensating their farmers in Europe 
up to 67 percent of the value of the to-
tal loss. Therefore the inequality in the 
system is very real.” 
 He says with African Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) states facing an uphill 
battle over bananas, the latest situation 
involving sugar could signal an ex-
ceedingly difficult period for regional 
agriculture.
 

Hon. Dr. Kenny D. Anthony

The Honourable Damian 
Greaves, Minister of Health, 
Human Services, and Family 

Affairs, says that if the Caribbean is 
to reduce the significant losses from 
disasters both sexes must play a vital 
role in natural hazard risk reduction 
programmes.
 According to Hon. Greaves, gender 

equality must be an essential ingredi-
ent in the formula which disaster man-
agers must use. “Gender equality is not 
merely a desirable by-product of hu-
man development; it is a core goal in 
its own right,” he told the opening of a 
gender and disaster management work-
shop in Saint Lucia.
 “Gender mainstreaming means be-
ing deliberate in giving visibility and 
support to women’s contributions and 
addressing the differential impact of 
strategies, policies, programmes and 
projects on women compared with men 
to have an impact, gender mainstream-
ing must be everybody’s responsibility, 
everybody’s job,” he told the more the 
48 participants attending from 16 Ca-
ribbean states.
 The two-day workshop on “Main-
streaming Gender into Natural Hazard 
Risk Reduction in the Caribbean” was 
hosted by the Caribbean Disaster Emer-
gency Response Agency (CDERA), 
the United Nations Development Fund 
for Women (UNIFEM), UN Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA). A cross section of participants 
at the first ever disaster management 
and gender workshop

 In a comprehensive address on the 
subject, Minister Greaves says that 
the key to addressing gender equality 
lies in not making assumptions such as 
assuming that women’s views are re-
flected by community leaders or that 
aggregate data and statistics paint an 
accurate picture of women’s lives or 
that what works for men automatically 
works for women. “Average household 
income, for instance, is an abstrac-
tion that only exists in the mind of an 
economist; it does not correspond with 
the reality faced by millions of women 
who have little or no control over how 
household income is used.”
 His argument was that if gender is to 
be mainstreamed in disaster manage-
ment and contribute to a reduction of 
losses from disasters then the woman 
and her views and perspectives must be 
an integral part of the planning process 
from day one. Citing several studies by 
the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme Minister Greaves said that in 
crisis situation and recovery, women 
bear the brunt of the physical and psy-
chological suffering during and after 
the crises situations.
 He called on disaster managers in 
the region to make a concerted effort 
to integrate gender into disaster man-
agement planning and programmes to 
achieve natural hazard risk reduction.

Hon. Damian Greaves

The government’s annual 
Christmas Barrel Concession 
has been in effect for a week 

and the word from Customs is: so far, 
so good. 
 The concession, which has been ap-
proved by Cabinet every year since 
1997, is being overseen by a Special 
Task Force appointed by the Comptrol-
ler of Customs & Excise. 
 It is being operated at both of the is-
land’s wharves in the North and South, 
with two groups of Customs Officers 
located at Sheds A&B in Port Castries 
and another group at New Dock in Vieux 
Fort. 
 There is also a one-stop office at each 
location, where consignees can have 
their goods inspected, pay the Service 
Tax and Environmental Taxes and have 
the goods cleared. 
 The duty free concession has proven 
useful over the years for thousands of 
St. Lucians receiving gift items from 
relatives and friends abroad.  
 Under the scheme,each household is 
allowed a maximum of two barrels, each 
with a maximum value of goods costing 
EC$1,500 – but minus electronic items 
or goods for commercial use. 
 Under the concessions, barrels are ex-
empted from all of the normal Customs 
charges such as the Consumption Tax. 
 This year, the concession Began on 
December 1st and it will continue until 
January 15, 2006.
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Mr. Chairman, in preparing 
for this address, I could not 
help but notice that I was 
being asked to address an 

institution on the subject ‘Prepared for 
a New Era’ that was around when fledg-
ling debates on Trade Liberalization be-
gan surfacing in the House of Commons 
towards the end of the 19th Century, 
when Queen Victoria was on the Brit-
ish throne, when Saint Lucia was still a 
crown colony boasting one of the finest 
naval stations in the Empire, and when 
Britannia still ruled the waves.
 The Saint Lucia Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture has not only 
endured the rigours of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, but has also survived two world 
wars, several catastrophic fires, untold di-
sasters - both natural and man made, and 
the social transformations that inevitably 
came in the aftermath.  Somehow you have 
emerged apparently unscathed, to enter into 
the 21st Century, experienced and properly 
prepared to face its challenges, unlocking 
the gateway of equal opportunity for all 
your members. 
 This once great all-male preserve now 
boasts of a Madame President and your 
membership has moved beyond the mer-
chant and planter domain, into the prov-
ince of small and medium enterprises, with 
overwhelming acceptance.  Therefore, if 
any institution on our island has had expe-
rience in preparing for ‘new eras’ it is the 
Chamber.

A new age
 The theme chosen for your 121st Annual 
General Meeting, “Prepared for a New Era: 
Cricket World Cup 2007 and the CSME,” 
captures succinctly, the embodiment and 
spirit of the dawn of a new age sweeping 
through our region. This era will bring 
home to us the stark realities of Competi-
tiveness, in the Global Jungle, whose vines 
are slowly enveloping the noble traditions 
of our heritage with a universality that is 
indistinguishable and faceless.
 This transformation impacts both cultur-
ally and economically on our sovereignty, 
but above all on our ability to continue to 
function in isolation as a small island state 
on the world stage.
 One only has to take notice of the recent 
events happening in Europe with the re-
gion’s trade in Sugar and Bananas and also 
the subtle barriers erected by the US with 
regard to trade in Textiles and Garments 
within the CBI arrangement, to realize that 
the region can no longer face and negoti-
ate with our traditional trading partners as 
separate isolated small independent coun-
tries.  The diametrical changes over the 
last decade in international geopolitics are 

ADDRESS BY THE PRIME MINISTER 
HON. KENNY D. ANTHONY TO THE 

SAINT LUCIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
INDUSTRY & AGRICULTURE ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE 121ST ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING
forcing us into strategic allegiances with 
like minded countries in order to buffer 
the tidal waves of alienation that now chal-
lenge every small country on this planet.
 Size and capacity has always been linked 
to economic survival, but in today’s world, 
small countries have become an aberration 
that do not 
appear to have a voice in fora where they 
are members, and this is despite unanimity 
rules that appear to give a muted comfort, 
yet in reality mean nothing.
 Therefore, if any justification was re-
quired for the deepening of relationships 
among members of the Caribbean Com-
munity, we could not have had a better rea-
son to come together, than to allow us to 
be heard and respected as one loud, united 
voice in fora where we need to have our 
voices heard.

The caricom single market
 On January 1st 2006, the Caribbean 
Community will experience the coming 
into being of the CARICOM Single Mar-
ket.  Owing to a range of technical difficul-
ties, in particular macroeconomic adjust-
ments in certain areas such as exchange 
rates and taxation, the implementation of 
the Single Economy has been delayed. It 
is hoped, however, that this very important 
leg in the whole process will be in place 
during 2008.
 We cannot mull over the absence of 
the Single Economy in the whole process 
of regional integration, as this seriously 
impairs the ability of our weaker mem-
bers to adjust in tandem with the More 
Developed Member States. This, coupled 
with the absence of the much needed eco-
nomic safety net, the Development Fund, 
will undoubtedly disadvantage some of 
us in the OECS on account of size, capac-
ity and output of our national production 
capabilities.
 But this is not to ring the bell of doom 
and gloom. Saint Lucia is fully commit-
ted to the principles and objectives of the 
CSME, for as long as there is goodwill 
among all member states in the community, 
the region will survive. Once we operate as 
equals on a non-discriminatory basis, al-
lowing unbiased access to each others’ 
markets without creating subtle techni-
cal barriers, the Single Market should not 
work to our detriment. Where nationals 
of the region can move freely across the 
region without harassment at borders and 
the factors of production - labour, land and 
capital can be accessed without difficulty, 
where and when required, the region as a 
whole is bound to prosper.  We must not 
underestimate the power of our collective 
will and talents to surmount any opposition 
thrown in our way.

Cricket world cup
 Against the backdrop of this sweeping 
change throughout the region, a sporting 
event considered to be the third largest 
of its kind on the international sporting 
agenda, after the Olympics and Football 
World Cup, is being meticulously planned.  
It is now common knowledge that in 2007, 
Saint Lucia, along with eight other Carib-
bean countries, will host the International 
Cricket Council’s Cricket World Cup Tour-
nament (ICC CWC 2007). Our small coun-
try will host six first round matches and 
one semi-final match. The Blue Package 
will involve 4 teams playing in Saint Lucia 
over twelve (12) days in the opening round 
and a semi-final match between the second 
and third ranked teams.  Matches will be 
played in the opening round between Eng-
land, New Zealand, Kenya and Canada, at 
the Beausejour Cricket Ground.

The blue package
 Saint Lucia deliberately chose the Blue 
Package when it was bidding to host match-
es because we believed that this package 
would have given us the best combination 
of exciting cricket and enticing economic 
opportunity.  England is currently on the 
ascendancy in World Cricket, having just 
beaten the mighty Australians in an Ashes 
series.  They play attractive cricket, with a 
team underpinned by arguably the most ex-
citing and explosive all-rounder in cricket 
– Andrew Flintoff.  Add that to the facts 
that they travel with the largest and biggest 
spending group of fans and that they are a 
major tourism market for our country and 
you understand our elation to have England 
based in Saint Lucia.  But that is not all.  
Currently, New Zealand is ranked only one 
point below England in one-day cricket, 
and they play very efficient and attractive 
cricket.  Kenya is unpredictable, and while 
many people speak of only New Zealand 
and England, they forget that Kenya made 
it through to the semi-finals of the 2003 
ICC Cricket World Cup, doing what teams 
like hosts South Africa, the West Indies, 
Pakistan, England, and New Zealand failed 
to do.   We do not expect Canada to chal-
lenge for a place in the second round, but 
they have in John Davison one of the most 
explosive batsmen outside of the top eight 
cricket playing nations, someone who has 
the record for the fastest century in Crick-
et World Cup history.  And, we must not 
forget that Saint Lucia will play host to a 
semi-final, which will decide on one of the 
two teams that will be vying for the title of 
One Day Cricket Champions of the World.
 I say all of this Madame President to il-
lustrate the importance of the package that 

Saint Lucia has been awarded and to high-
light the level of opportunity that has been 
provided to our country, which prior to five 
years ago had grown used to holding its 
collective breath and crossing all of its fin-
gers in the hope that there would be no rain 
whenever a regional cricket fixture, which 
is all we were being given at the time, was 
scheduled for the Mindoo Phillip Park.  
Today, as a result of our investment in the 
modern sports facility that is the Beause-
jour Cricket Ground, we will not only host 
the Cricket World Cup, but the Mindoo 
Phillip Park will also be a beneficiary, as it 
will be a training venue for the teams play-
ing in Saint Lucia.  

Beausejour Cricket Ground – World 
Class

 I want to use this opportunity to ap-
plaud the architects and developers of 
both the original Beausejour Cricket 
Ground and the new and improved ver-
sion that we will see for 2007 – the firm 
of Newell, Lewis, Broadridge and As-
sociates (NLBA), headed in Saint Lucia 
by Claude Guillaume.  This firm is evi-
dence that we can compete with the best 
of what the world has to offer.  It is no 
coincidence that the only two cricket sta-
dia among the nine that will be used dur-
ing the official part of the tournament that 
are designed by a Caribbean firm, namely 
Saint Lucia’s Beausejour Cricket Ground 
and St. Kitts’ Warner Park Stadium, were 
both designed by NLBA.  Every other 
new or improved cricket ground that will 
be used during the tournament, exclud-
ing any warm-up venues, is designed by 
a firm of architects from outside of the 
Caribbean.  We are demonstrating with 
the Beausejour Cricket Ground that we 
are as good as the best of what the world 
has to offer, so why should we be afraid 
of CSME?

Planning for CWC 2007
 Given the magnitude of the Cricket 
World Cup, it was necessary for us to pre-
pare a detailed national plan to cover (1) 
the mechanics of the tournament; (2) the 
enabling environment for the tournament; 
(3) the commercial potential of the tour-
nament; (4) the management of national 
preparations; and (5) the time frame for 
meeting all requirements for hosting the 
ICC CWC 2007.
 As a consequence, Cricket World Cup 
Saint Lucia Inc. (CWCSL) was established 
by Government for the sole purpose of pre-
paring for and managing the staging of the 
ICC CWC2007.  I am pleased to inform 
you that this company is now fully opera-
tional and is interfacing in partnership with 

other related Government Agencies and 
the Private Sector.  Moreover, a vehicle 
called BOOST, whose engine is primed by 
the Office of Private Sector Relations, has 
been established as a legacy product of the 
Cricket World Cup to allow local compa-
nies to maximize on any business opportu-
nities domestically and regionally that will 
arise.
 I have no desire to bore you with tech-
nical details that may have already been 
conveyed through your meetings with the 
management of CWCSL and the various 
committees on which some of you serve.  
Suffice it to say that the exposure that our 
island will receive from this tournament 
is unprecedented and must be optimized.  
In every jurisdiction that has hosted a 
World Games, tourism and investment 
opportunities have lasted long after the 
tournament ended, and we must en-
sure that similar benefits redound to our 
country.
 Let me take this opportunity on behalf 
of the Government of Saint Lucia to thank 
you for your individual and collective con-
tributions to this national effort so far.  The 
success of Cricket World Cup 2007 will de-
pend on the input of all the productive sec-
tors of our society, from the humble village 
baker to the corporate director.  Another 
legacy product of our preparation will roll 
out on Monday 5th December, 2005 when 
Her Excellency the Governor-General will 

give her patronage to the Volunteer Saint 
Lucia programme and I am certain Her Ex-
cellency will be calling on your members 
to continue their sterling support.  

Improving the quality of service
 Never before in our history has it become 
necessary for us to develop the competitive 
acumen necessary to deliver the goods as 
for Cricket World Cup 2007. Our economy 
is slowly transforming from Agriculture to 
Service based, spearheaded by Tourism. 
During those 12 days in 2007 the eyes of 
the cricketing world will be focused on our 
small island state. It is no longer enough to 
hide behind our scenic beauty and expect 
to lure visitors to our shores. Everyone is 
doing the same thing and some are offering 
monetary incentives to sweeten the pack-
age. Scenic photographs from the world’s 
best-known destinations adorn the pages of 
every travel magazine and beauty is com-
mon place.  We do not have the depth of 
resources to offer large financial incentives 
or rebates.  What we can offer and what 
cannot be easily copied is the warmth and 
friendliness of our people.  We now need 
to marry this with outstanding quality of 
service and efficient service delivery.  The 

Public Service must lead the charge in this 
area, and I will very early in the New Year 
challenge our Public Service to commit 
to improved quality of customer service 
and more efficient service delivery.  We 
cannot encourage investment yet frustrate 
investors with long-winded and unneces-
sary public service bureaucracies.  I want 
to send out a similar challenge to the pri-
vate sector to embark on customer service 
training in all areas and to examine modes 
of operations with a view towards making 
these more efficient where possible and 
necessary.

Government Incentives
 Our Government has already provided 
some measure of incentives through the 
Cricket World Cup (Tourism Accom-
modation) Incentives Act, No 6 of 2005 
and the soon-to-be-enacted Cricket World 
Cup (Bed and Breakfast Accommoda-
tion) Incentives Act.  The response to the 
former has been overwhelming, and if the 
requests to my Office and the Ministry 
of Tourism are any indication, we expect 
public response to the latter to be just as 
impressive.  We have extended the con-
cessions to business places to renovate 
properties islandwide until January, 2007 
and we are willing to consider other mea-
sures that will allow our businesses to be-
come more competitive both for the 2007 
Cricket World Cup and for the CARI-
COM Single Market.

Skilled labour
 I am particularly concerned about the 
possible shortage of skilled labour on our 
island as construction work intensifies.  
It pleases me to see the large numbers of 
trucks heading northward on weekdays 
with crews of construction workers.  How-
ever, I am aware that artisans are in very 
high demand, and I want to encourage the 
private sector, the Ministry of Education, 
and the trade unions to engage in discus-
sions to seek to develop a programme that 
will allow more of our young men and 
women to be trained in the required skills.  
 We must also be acutely aware that with 
the advent of CSME, we must grasp all 
opportunities as they present themselves, 
as we are likely to encounter competition 
from a much larger pool of tradesmen and 
professionals from other member States 
within the community.  This is as it should 
be, in keeping with the Treaty. Of course, 
we can also fill the void in other member 
territories where our skills are required 
without fear of discrimination, but, in order 
to do so, we must equip ourselves with the 
necessary skills and be prepared to deliver 
a quality product and service.

 Mr. Chairman, Cricket World Cup 2007 
not only provides opportunities for the con-
struction, tourism and travel industries, but 
also for other enterprises, such as local tour 
and transportation providers, entertainers, 
health and cosmetic services, craftsmen, 
artists, manufacturers, security services, 
photographic services, cultural, leisure and 
entertainment services, apparel manufac-
ture and sales, food and beverage services, 
communications and the distributive trades 
to name but a few.  

National security
 Our level of preparation and that of 
other member States will serve to inform 
the world of how serious we are as com-
petitors in the global community. It will 
also be of paramount importance to every 
one of us to measure our talents alongside 
the best in the world, ensuring at all times 
we meet with general acceptance and ap-
proval. This is a challenge for all of us, one 
that could make or break our fragile econo-
mies. It will also be the supreme test for the 
CSME, as our nine participating countries 
cede certain portions of our sovereignty in 
order for our Customs and Immigration de-
partments to work seamlessly together as a 
single unit to facilitate the constant inflows 
and outflows of visitors across our borders, 
between matches.  Each country hosting 
matches in the ICC Cricket World Cup will 
be expected to enact harmonized Sunset 
Legislation to facilitate the smooth func-
tioning of the tournament and to secure the 
rights of the organizers, sponsors and the 
host countries.
 Our Police Force, acting in concert with 

their regional colleagues, will be respon-
sible for law and order in our country, both 
within and outside the Beausejour Cricket 
Ground. There will be no lowering of stan-
dards and the rule of law as enshrined in all 
of our constitutions will be vigorously up-
held.  We have already been in contact with 
the British Government to explore training 
opportunities for our Police Force and to 
improve on our intelligence gathering ca-
pacity.  Earlier this year, Cricket World 
Cup Saint Lucia brought down a former 
Director of the South Africa Police Force, 
with major experience in the planning and 
implementation of security for mass crowd 
events and world games, to undertake a 
preliminary safety and security audit of our 
island.  The Security Directorate for ICC 
Cricket World Cup has also been working 
with the respective Police Departments 
across the nine venues in an effort to stan-
dardize and improve the level of security 
for the tournament.
 I therefore urge every Saint Lucian re-
gardless of his or her calling to play their 
part and contribute meaningfully towards 
the success of Cricket World Cup 2007. 
Our Government is playing its part by 
creating the enabling environment.  Your 
membership can be expected to assist us by 
beautifying their business houses through-
out the island and ensuring that our prod-
ucts and services meet the rigid demands 
of international standards, not only for 
Cricket World Cup, but in the aftermath. 
While we are concentrating presently on 
the events in 2007, it is the long term ben-
efits that will bring us a true and lasting re-
turn on our investments as we profit from 
return visits from those who savoured our 
hospitality and the exquisite natural beauty 
of our island during the period and came 
back for more.

Conclusion
 Madame President, the new era is an 
exciting and challenging one and our 
Government is certainly looking forward 
with optimism and great expectations.  We 
firmly believe that we have the capacity 
and the skills to make both the CARICOM 
Single Market and the 2007 ICC Cricket 
World Cup work to our enormous benefit.  
We have been given a small window of op-
portunity.  Let us make maximum use of it, 
and not live to regret what could have been 
or should have been.   I look forward to the 
support of the St. Lucia Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Agriculture in joining 
our Government as we “boldly go where 
no one has gone before”.
 I wish you and your members a success-
ful 121st Annual General Meeting. I thank 
you.

PM Anthony

Members at the head table with PM Anthony

Agriculture Minister Ignatius Jean

Cricket action at Beausejour: sign of things to come for CWC 2007Members of the audience at the Chamber AGM

Immediate Past President of the 
Chamber, Mrs. Thecla Deterville
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Prime Minister Dr Kenny D. 
Anthony has been honoured 
by the United States Congres-

sional Black Caucus for his outstand-
ing contributions to the development 
of his country and the entire Carib-
bean Community. 
 The honour was bestowed on the St. 
Lucia Prime Minister last month to co-
incide with activities to celebrates the 
10th Anniversary of the Carib News 
Multinational Business Conference, 
which was held in St. Thomas, U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 
 The plaque honouring Prime Minis-
ter Anthony was signed by the current 
Chairman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus and was dated November 11, 
2005. It was unveiled at the gathering 
of top US Black political and business 
leaders in Christianstead, St. Thomas, 
which was held between November 
11 and 13 and was attended by some 
twenty members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus.  

Following is a statement by the 
Windward Islands Farmers Assoca-
tion (WINFA), issued in St. Joseph, 
Dominica at a rally held on Sunday, 
December 4, 2005
 WE the farmers of the Windward 
Islands and the residents of Dominica, 
gathered here in St Joseph in the Com-
monwealth of Dominica on Sunday, 
December 4, 2005:
 DEPLORE the unilateral announce-
ment by the European Union of its in-
tention to press ahead with a change in 
its current banana import regime from 
January 1, 2006, in spite of widespread 
opposition from a majority of stake-
holders in the industry.
 EXPRESS OUR DEEP CONCERN 
that the implementation of the so-
called TARIFF-ONLY system will 
mean an end to the historically-just 
system of preferential arrangements 
for disadvantaged small producers in 
the Caribbean and the other ACP ba-

nana-exporting countries.
 STATE our ALARM that the very 
low single tariff of 176 euro per tonne, 
clearly established as inadequate to 
protect Caribbean producers, repre-
sents the single most imminent threat 
to the livelihood of thousands of farm-
ers and rural folk in the Caribbean.  It 
will inevitably lead to a flooding of the 
market, lower prices and further re-
duced earnings to farmers thus driving 
them out of the industry.
 AWARE that all this will have a cat-
astrophic effect on the fragile banana 
industry and serve to undermine the 
Caribbean’s efforts at sustaining rea-
sonable economic growth, especially 
coming after the expected huge losses 
in sugar earnings again occasioned by 
the callousness of the EU.
 RE-ITERATE that such a scenario 
can only bring about dire economic 
straits for the region’s peoples, lead to 
social and political instability and de-

prive a significant proportion of our 
population of their livelihood.
 WE THEREFORE EXPRESS our 
fullest support for the many calls made 
by our governments and eight (8) Latin 
American producer countries for the 
EU to even at this late stage postpone 
the implementation of its heartless pro-
posal for tariff-only from January 1, 
2006.
 EXPRESS our solidarity with the 
banana workers of Latin America who 
like us, stand to suffer if the EU goes 
ahead with the January 1, 2006 imple-
mentation.
 RE-ITERATE our fullest commit-
ment, to work to ensure further reform 
of the banana industry so as to ensure 
greater democracy, more equity, and 
bring more just returns to banana farm-
ers; and finally
 DECLARE our intent to defend our 
banana industry with all the means 

at our disposal, to exhort our govern-
ments and regional negotiators to seek 
the fairest possible deal in the WTO 
negotiations in Hong Kong and to con-
tinue to fight even beyond Hong Kong 
if necessary, to defend our livelihood.
 Unanimously agreed by the farmers 
of the Windward Islands of Dominica, 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. 
Lucia and Dominica at a public rally 
held in St. Joseph Park in the Com-
monwealth of Dominica on Sunday 4th 
December 2005.

 However, two days earlier, on No-
vember 9, 2005  ranking member of the 
Black Caucus, Democratic Congress-
man Charles B. Rangel of New York, 
delivered a speech at the first session of 
the 109th Congress, in which he placed 
on the Congressional Record, the text 
of the proclamation to be awarded to 
Prime Minister Anthony at the confer-
ence.  
 It was cited as “A proclamation Cel-
ebrating the Accomplishments of Dr. 
Kenny Anthony for his Outstanding 
Leadership and Service to the people 
of St. Lucia, the Caribbean region and 
the International Community.”  
 Congressman Rangel said that by 
honouring the St. Lucia Prime Min-
ister, he and his Congressional col-
leagues were following “an established 
and honoured tradition.” This tradi-
tion, he said, was one that allowed for 
“elected officials to recognize the out-
standing contributions of those persons 
whose leadership, scholarship and total 
life’s work have helped to transform 
people’s lives for the better, especially 
in their own countries and region.” 
 He said such leaders “are reliable 
foundations on which sustained eco-
nomic growth and human development 
are built, paving the way for a better 
standard of living for all, particularly 
the poor, and are therefore an inspira-
tion to people at home and abroad.” 
 The ranking New York Democrat 
told the US Congress that Prime Min-
ister Anthony “is obviously one such 
leader and a dedicated public servant.” 
 Citing the St. Lucia Prime Minister’s 
professional accomplishments and his 
leadership in Government, Congress-
man Rangel noted that Prime Minis-

ter Anthony “has served as head of 
the Government of St. Lucia at a time 
when the country has gained interna-
tional recognition for its pace of human 
development.” 
 He said Prime Minister Anthony 
“has led St. Lucia with distinction for 
almost a decade while directing much 
of the work on the historic creation of 
the Caribbean Court of Justice.”  
 He said: “St. Lucia has given the 
world two Nobel Prize Winners, one in 
economics and the other in literature” 
and is thus “contributing even more to 
the improvement of the human condi-
tion.” he said that showed that “a small 
nation can be a showcase of talent and 
intellect, while being an example when 
it comes to adhering to the rule of law 
and parliamentary democracy.”
 On that basis, the Congresman said, 
it was an honour for he and his fellow 

Congressional colleagues, to “salute 
and commend Dr Kenny D. Anthony 
for his leadership on the national and 
international stages, within Caricom 
and the countries which belong to the 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS).” 
 Over the past decade, the annual con-
ference has brought together elected 
officials, civic leaders, entrepreneurs 
and executives of major corporations 
to explore opportunities for growth and 
expansion in the emerging markets and 
developing economies of the Carib-
bean. 
 According to Congressman Rangel, 
the conference “has significantly con-
tributed to the building of closer work-
ing relationships  and personal ties 
between Caribbean leadership and the 
Member of Congress who have partici-
pated.”

Hon. Dr. Kenny D. Anthony

The placque the PM received
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A Single Regulatory Unit (SRU) 
involving all players in the fi-
nancial sector is currently be-

ing introduced in Saint Lucia. Over 
the weekend a consultative meeting 
was held among representatives of 
the credit unions and cooperative 
sector, officials of the Ministry of 
Finance and the Ministry of Labour 
Relations, Public Service and Co-op-
eratives.
 Permanent Secretary in the Min-
istry of Finance Mr. Trevor Braith-
waite briefed the gathering on the im-
plications of establishing the Single 
Regulatory Unit in an environment of 
strengthened financial supervision and 
monitoring.
 Braithwate says the Single Regula-
tory Unit concept is currently unfolding 
in several other Caribbean territories 
against the background of “fragmenta-
tion of supervision in various financial 
institutions, insufficient legislation to 
strengthen the hand of legislators and 
regulators, and an absence of a proac-
tive approach to emerging financial en-
tities.”
 The Ministry of Finance official 
who also sits on the Board of Directors 

of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank 
ECCB says there are new develop-
ments that increasingly impact on the 
structure, organisation and manage-
ment of the financial sector.
 “Right now we also have linkages 
between the local, regional and inter-
national credit unions. For instance, 
we know a lot of work have been done 
with regional and international coun-
terparts for credit unions in terms of 
assisting in some of their supervisory 
efforts and we have supervisory bodies 
that contribute to the financial and eco-
nomic policies that are developed from 
time to time. These are the existing ar-
rangements; these are the strengths we 
see.”
 One trend which he says must be se-
riously considered is the integration of 
financial services, some of which are 
very sophisticated but unregulated due 
to limitations in the existing financial 
legislation. The onus is on government 
to take prudent measures and remain 
one step ahead of this fast track sector.
 The Single Regulatory Unit - au-
thorised via a Cabinet memo - should 
come into effect during the last quarter 
of 2006. Mr. Braithwaite said Cabi-

net has recommended that the unit be 
established within the Ministry of Fi-
nance. 
 Once the SRU becomes operational, 
it will begin to work towards its man-
date which is to strengthen and improve 
financial regulation and supervision of 
all financial institutions not licensed 

under the Banking Act in the context 
of the soon to be established Uniform 
Banking Act through an effective, inte-
grated and dynamic framework.
 The consultation was held on Satur-
day 03rd December at the National In-
surance Corporation Conference room 
on the Waterfront in Castries.

Twelve St. Lucians left the is-
land earlier this week for the 
African state of Niger, where 

they will participate in this year’s 
annual Francophonie Games. 
 The games, which bring together 
delegations from French-speaking 
countries or countries with a histori-
cal association with France, is being 
attended by six athletes and three ar-
tistes from St. Lucia.  
 The artistes include Elra Ermay, a 
rising local star whose latest CD fea-
tures a popular song done in Kweyol, 
which will be her main entry at the 
competitive cultural section of the 
event. Ms Ermay is also accompa-
nied by her three-member band. 
 The delegation is being led by the 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 
of Sports, Mr Henry Mangal.

Radio St. Lucia is all set for 
tomorrow evening’s Spar-
row Gold show, which will 

take place at the Pigeon Island Na-
tional landmark. 
 The show, which is being organ-
ised by RSL with sponsorship from 
the local private sector, is taking 
place against the background of the 
continuing efforts of the station to di-
versify its income base and continue 
its popularity upswing. 
 The show will celebrate The 
Mighty Sparrow’s double achieve-
ment this year – that of 50 years in 
music and his 70th birthday. 
 RSL’s General Manager Roger Jo-
seph says “all systems are go and we 
expect it to be a show like no other.” 
 Indeed, there is much expectation 
that the show will be well attended, if 
not over-subscribed.

The Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Internal Security has expressed 
condolences to the family of an 

eleven year old boy who passed away at 
the Boys Training Centre at Massade on 
Friday November 25th at about 11.30 
p.m. Jamal Roberts died following a fire 
at the Centre where 20 of young boys are 
being housed, some for care and protec-
tion and others who have have commit-
ted criminal offences
 The quick response of the Fire Services 
and Police averted any major damage or 
any additional loss of life. Following the 
incident the family of the teenager was 
immediately informed. In addition the 
senior magistrate was notified according 
to statutory rules and regulations. 

 The other wards at the Centre were 
given grief counselling on Saturday 
morning. This was followed by a de-
briefing session for the entire staff on 
Monday 28th. 
 The Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Internal Security shares the grief of 
the family of the deceased, and also 
shares the loss by the other wards and 
the staff. An autopsy was carried out 
on Monday 28th and the report and 
all additional information has been 
passed on to the police. The areas have 
been secured while the police are con-
tinuing their investigation. The Cabi-
net of Ministers has instructed that a 
coroner’s inquest be conducted on the 
incident.

Acting Prime Minister Hon. 
Philip J. Pierre on Thursday 
congratulated Vincentian 

Prime Minister, Dr Ralph Gonsalves, 
on his party’s victory in the Decem-
ber 7, 2005 General Elections in the 
neighbouring multi-island state. Fol-
lowing is the full text of Mr Pierre’s 
message to the Vincentian Prime 
Minister, who is also the Leader of 
the Unity Labour Party (ULP):
 Dear Comrade Ralph, I wish to con-
gratulate you on the resounding suc-
cess of your party in yesterday’s gen-
eral election. 
 We in St. Lucia never had any 

doubts that the ULP would have been 
returned to office. We were fortified in 
that view by the fact that in your first 
term, your party and government per-
formed sufficiently well as to maintain 
the confidence originally expressed 
in your ability to lead St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines into the new era of 
globalization. 
 We are confident that you, your party 
and government will provide over the 
next five years the leadership neces-
sary to face and survive the challenges 
brought on Caribbean countries by the 
new global and regional economic and 
political realities. 

 We look forward to continuing the 
cooperation and solidarity that has 
existed between our two people and 
countries as we brace for a new era in 
regional unity, cooperation and integra-
tion and we look forward to repeating 
your victory at the polls when our time 
comes in St. Lucia.
 Once again, congratulations n your 
splendid victory and we offer you our 
very best wishes for the Christmas and 
New Year holidays.
Sincerely,
Philip J. Pierre
Acting Prime Minister Hon. Philip J. Pierre

Elra ErmayThe Mighty Sparrow
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Continued from page 2 
 We recognise too, that a regime which 
lends itself to greater harmonization of fis-
cal and monetary policy is vital to cement-
ing the CSME as a mechanism to reposi-
tion the small economies of the Region. 
While the Single Market component of the 
integration process will be fully enforced 
by December 31, 2005, work continues on 
the establishment of the Single Economy 
which is targeted for full implementation 
by 2008. With its completion, the small 
economies of the Region will be one step 
closer to completing the reform process vi-
tal to ensuring their sustained participation 
in the new world economy. 
Regional Trade Policies and Initiatives 

 As a further response to the imperatives 
that face the Caribbean Region, CARICOM 
has entered into a number of bilateral trade 
agreements with key countries within the 
Caribbean Basin aimed at strengthening 
economic ties and bolstering trade activ-
ity within the Region. These one-way free 
trade agreements are also meant to signal 
to the international business community 
the CSME’s readiness to take advantage of 
its geographical location, its highly trained 
workforce and stable and predictable eco-
nomic and political environment to serve 
as a focal point; bridging the gap between 
the rest of the world and the partner coun-
tries within Latin and Central America. 
 Mr. Chairman, the small economies 
of the Caribbean have also been follow-
ing and participating in the discussions 
with respect to the formation of the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). We 
recognise that the negotiations have lost 
some momentum but we remain poised to 
play our role in the eventual formation of 
this hemispheric trade agreement meant 
to increase economic activity within the 
Region.  
 CARICOM is currently engaged in ne-
gotiations with its most significant donor 
partner, the European Union, in crafting an 
economic partnership agreement as a suc-
cessor to the Lome/Cotonou system. This 
is a very critical negotiation for us and we 
have identified that at the core of the agree-
ment must be, the understanding that the 
new arrangements must meet the broad ob-
jective of enhancing the regional integra-
tion process. We will be seeking an agree-
ment which will have enshrined in it a set 
of principles, schemes and programmes, 

that will help provide special resources for 
the construction of a CARICOM Single 
Market, and more importantly, a Single 
Economy that will be integrally a part of 
the new EPA economic arrangements. The 
purpose of this is to ensure that resources 
are available to assist in the structural trans-
formation of our economies to compete in 
the new liberalized environment. 
 Mr. Chairman, at the multilateral level, 
the small island economies of the Carib-
bean Basin are fully engaged in the Doha 
Round of negotiations and have made 
commitments, especially in the services 
sector, which clearly indicate our inten-
tion to continue along the path of progres-
sive liberalization as is contained in the 
GATS Agreement. We recognise that for 
liberalization to fully achieve its objectives 
there must be the accompanying regula-
tory framework. Against this background 
therefore, CARICOM will not be inter-
ested in accelerating the pace of liberaliza-
tion of our services sectors unless adequate 
analysis of the impact of liberalization is 
done and the required legislative arrange-
ments are in place. We therefore hope that 
balance and good judgement prevails dur-
ing the upcoming Hong Kong Ministerial 
Meeting. 
Increasing Competitiveness and Com-
peting in a Liberalize Global Market 

 The efforts of the small economies of the 
Caribbean to continue meaningful partici-
pation in the global economy and achieve 
the universal goal of improved standards of 
living for their peoples should therefore be 
clear to all. As part of a programme aimed 
at increasing the level of competitiveness 
of the workforce, Saint Lucia for example, 
will achieve the goal of providing univer-
sal secondary education by the start of the 
next academic year in 2006. While we 
recognise that the relationship between 
skills and competitiveness is long-term, we 
believe that improving the relevance of our 
education is central to developing competi-
tiveness over the medium-to-long term. 
 We will however continue our short-term 
training and retooling programmes for the 
existing labour force geared towards meet-
ing immediate demand, however Saint 
Lucia and the CARICOM region have em-
barked on a programme of skills develop-
ment and creating a learning workforce as 
our strategy towards maintaining our com-
petitiveness in the current environment. 

Conclusion   
 Mr. Chairman, the importance of inter-
national trade and growing interconnected-
ness of the global economy signal to small 
economies the need to examine closely the 
strategies that must be developed to en-
sure their survival. Within the CARICOM 
region we must first of all maintain mac-
roeconomic stability. This implies sound 
fiscal systems that provide resources for 
the public sector to do its job, deepening of 
our financial markets, developing a respon-
sive set on monetary policy and financial 
arrangements to meet the needs of CARI-
COM members and developing the capac-
ity and competitiveness of a labour force 
free to move within the common market. 
 The Governments of CARICOM recog-
nise that in small economies a competitive 
group of small firms cannot be expected to 
emerge spontaneously because of the lack 
of adequate externalities and the learning 
process involved. In addition, it is also 
recognised that structural transformation is 
not an automatic result of macroeconomic 
stability and open trade and investment 
rules. Appropriate policy interventions are 
required to stimulate change and forge alli-
ances between firms thereby strengthening 
their capacity to be competitive. 
 We must also find like-minded voices, 
at the UN, UNCTAD, UNESCO, and the 
WTO to support our interests and ensure 
that the international community does not 
forget, that given the vulnerabilities and 
limited flexibility characteristics of small 
economies, special and differential treat-
ment as was agreed to in Doha in 2001 
must be incorporated into agreements 
particularly that on Trade in Services and 
Trade Related Investment Measures. We 
cannot hope for a change in the attitudes of 
Multi-national corporations, who in their 
quest for profit are prepared to alienate 
traditional allies and in the process destroy 
small sovereign democracies, who have al-
ways upheld the rights of man and the rule 
of law. But we must remain acutely aware 
that if we surrender to their whims and fan-
cies, it would be to plunge our hemisphere 
into another long dark age that will extend 
well beyond our shores. 
 I believe there is hope for a prosperous 
third border, but Mr. Chairman, it will re-
quire co-operation from the strong as well 
as the not so strong in the Caribbean Basin 
for its eventual realization. I thank you.

Continued from page 2

Tangible  results
 While the process is still under the way, 
some tangible results are already evident. 
The greater level of accountability on the 
part of the Board of Directors and man-
agement, which has begun to emerge, has 
started to impact the financial performance 
positively, although marginally, at this 
time.  
 Importantly, for the past two years RSL 
has been able to provide successive audit-
ed financial statements and annual reports 
to the Government of Saint Lucia, which 
have been laid in the Parliament of Saint 
Lucia.  And, my understanding is that the 
annual report and audited financial state-
ments for the year ended March 31, 2005 
are about to be presented to the sharehold-
ers; and indications are that RSL has reg-
istered an operating profit for the financial 
year just ended…the first in a long time for 
the company.
 These are significant milestones for 
RSL.  The company has shouldered its 
responsibility and responded positively to 
the call from the Government of Saint Lu-
cia for a greater degree of accountability, 

transparency and financial prudence in the 
conduct of its affairs.  

A new culture
 Figuratively, the bush has been cleared 
and the process of cultivating a new culture 
at RSL has begun. There is still much to 
be done.  Having been part of the process 
of establishing a new strategic direction for 
RSL, the Government of Saint Lucia is sat-
isfied that there is a clear vision for RSL 
and a strategy is emerging to take RSL to 
the pre-eminence of broadcasting in Saint 
Lucia. 

A step in the right direction
 The challenge though will be the mobi-
lization of the required resources to do so.  
Sparrow Gold represents a step in the right 
direction.  It says that Radio St. Lucia is ris-
ing to the challenge and embracing new and 
alternative ways of generating revenues. 
 So yes, I am pleased and proud… 
pleased and proud that a bold move by 
the Government of Saint Lucia is paying 
dividends.  
 I wish to commend the Board of Direc-
tors, management and staff of Radio St. Lu-
cia for their efforts and for an excellent idea 
that combines a pursuit of the company’s 
vision and mission with a potential revenue 
earner.  
 And it is with pleasure and pride that I 
wish to formally launch Sparrow Gold! I 
thank you…and look forward to seeing you 
at the show!

Sat. Dec.10th   – Fri. Dec. 
16th , 2005 

The GIS discusses the impact 
of the CSME  on St. Lucia’s 
Music Industry Sat. Dec. 10th   
11:00 a.m.
A Closer Walk – The Global 
Effect of HIV/AIDS Sun. Dec. 
11th , 11: 30 a.m.
The Story of Canaries – Part 2  
– Mon. Dec. 12th 8:00 p.m.
Senior Games 2005 – Tues. 
Dec. 13th, 9:00 p.m.
Nation Beat (Rebroadcast) 
– Wed. Dec. 14th , 8:00 p.m.
The GIS discusses the state 
of preparedness of some re-
gional countries for WCC 2007 
– Thurs. Dec.. 15th  , 8:00 p.m.
The Ministry of the Public 
Service Presents it’s policy on 
HIV/AIDS in the Workplace 
– Fri. Dec. 16th ,9:00 p.m.
Remember to tune in for:
GIS News Breaks and Kweyol 
News daily from 6:30 p.m.
Issues & Answers/Mondays at 
8:00pm: 
Interview/Tuesdays at 6:15pm : 
Konsit Kweyol/Tuesdays at 
8:00pm (Kweyol Discussion): 
Your Right to Know/Thurs-
days at 6:15 p.m.  (Min. of Ed. 
Prog).
Take 2/Fridays at 6:15pm 
(Week in Review)
Weflechi/Fridays at 6:40pm - 
(Week in Review—Kweyol)


