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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

FOR REVIEW

he Government of Saint
Lucia plans to establish a
review commission to ex-
amine a wide range of is-
sues related to the operation of the
public transportation system in Saint
Lucia. The commission will examine
such issues as quality of service and
management of routes. This was one
of the main decisions from a meeting
of representatives of Government
and the National Council in Pub-
lic Transportation (NCOPT) which
was convened to review the response
of the NCOPT to the recommenda-
tions for increases in the price of bus
fares.

Hon. Felix Finisterre
Minister for Communications,
Works, Transport and Public Utilities

According to Minister for Commu-
nications, Works, Transport and Pub-
lic Utilities, Hon Felix Finisterre, new
recommendations from the NCOPT for
children in school uniform irrespective
of their age to pay 75% of the adult
fare, instead of 50% proposed by gov-
ernment will also be presented to the
Saint Lucia Road Transport Board for
consideration. The parties at the met-
ing also agreed that additional changes
to the new fare structure will include a
change in the normal operational hours
to end at 11.00 p.m. instead of 10.00
p-m. and that mini bus operators will
be permitted to change 50% above the
adult fare to transport persons outside
of normal working hours (i.e. between
11.00 p.m. and 4.00 a.m.).

The meeting was held on Monday
September 26th, while minibus opera-
tors from around their island withdrew
their services leaving commuters, in-
cluding school children stranded for the
entire day. Some schools were closed
that Monday due to the low attendance
of students and teachers.

Addressing the nation last Thurs-
day ahead of the first announcement
of increased fares, Minister Finis-
terre government was conscious of
the increase in the cost of operations
of minibuses, but also mindful com-
mitted to ensuring that parent were
able to meet the cost of transport for
school children.

The address was delivered on all lo-
cal television stations on the night of
Thursday September and also broad-
cast on local radio stations. The Minis-
ter’s address follows.

Continued on page 2

PRIME
MINISTER
BACK IN
SAINT LUCIA

Prime Minister Dr Kenny D. An-
thony returned to the state on
Sunday September 25th following
a nearly four-week absence.

The Prime Minister, who has re-
sumed official duties, left the island
on August 24, 2005 to be with his
wife, Dr Rosemarie Belle Antoine,
who undertook surgery to her spine.
Dr Antoine has now returned home
for recovery.

The Prime Minister thanked citi-
zens of St. Lucia for their several
expressions of best wishes for his
wife’s speedy recovery. He also ex-
pressed, on her behalf, his gratitude
to all who prayed or called, sent
cards or e-mails of concern.

The Prime Minister was on Mon-
day briefed about ongoing issues at-
tracting the Government’s attention
at this time. The updates included
issues addressed by the Cabinet of
Ministers on economic, financial
and political matters.

Dr Anthony was also updated on
other local and national develop-
ments, including the recent fare in-
creases and the subsequent minibus
strike.

The Prime Minister thanked Com-
merce and Tourism Minister Hon.
Philip J. Pierre and Minister of Edu-
cation, Youth, Sports and Human
Resource Development Hon. Mario
Michel, both of whom held the posi-
tion of Acting Prime Minister during
his absence, for their stewardship.

PESTICIDES AWARENESS

Minister for Agriculture Forestry
and Fisheries Hon. Ignatius Jean is
flanked by the winners of the national
poster competition in observance of
Pesticides Awareness. On the left is
Ambrosia Augustina Smith of the
Ave Maria School and on the right is
Marisha Augustin of the Corinth Sec-
ondary School. Also in the picture is
Mr. Keith  Smith Managing Director
of Harris Paints which was a corporate
sponsor of the competition. The Min-
istry also received support from the
Caribbean Agro Chemical Manage-
ment project in the implementation
of its public awareness work on pesti-
cides management. (See pages 4 -5)
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FOR REVIEW

Continued from page 1

Review Overdue

“Fellow Saint Lucians, Good eve-
ning. Only a few weeks ago, the Gov-
ernment of Saint Lucia took the very
painful yet inevitable decision to ap-
prove an increase in the price on fuel.
This was done after many years of
subsidising the price at the pumps, and
consequently ensuring that the prices
of many other goods and services did
not increase.

When the new price came into effect
on September 14th this year, many ser-
vice providers felt that it was time for
them to make a case for their own price
increase. Government is conscious of
the tremendous strain on these entre-
preneurs who were grappling with the
price of other inputs. In the case of the
minibus operators, there is evidence
that insurance in particular increased
by over 20%, and not to mention the
prices of vehicle parts and servicing.

Recognising that minibus drivers
in particular had not been granted a
fare increase since 1996, Government
agreed that a fare review was overdue.
I must hasten to remind the public that
notwithstanding the absence of a fare
increase Government has agreed on
a series of wide ranging measures to
would provide some relief to the mini-
bus operators in return for maintaining
their service at existing fares.

Government Concessions

In November 1998, there was a ne-
gotiated agreement between the Gov-
ernment of Saint Lucia and the Nation-
al Council on Public Transportation.
The said agreement incorporated five
(5) basic elements namely: (i) Con-
sumption Tax Concession of $0.75
per gallon for up to 500,000 gallons of
gasoline purchased by the Cooperative
membership; (ii) No new Route Bands
would be issued for the next (3) three
years; (iii) Concession to Minibus Op-
erators to sell their Route rights; (iv)
No new passenger fares for the next
4.5 years as of November 1998; (v) A
reduction of 10% consumption Tax in
respect of vehicle replacements pur-
chased through the Cooperative.

It must be noted that as a result of
this agreement, the award of new
route band rights is controlled by the
NCOPT.

Following discussions with the rep-
resentatives of the National Council on
Public Transportation, Government of
Saint Lucia made a commitment to re-
view the proposals for new fares and
announce a decision which would come
into effect on September 23rd 2005.

The Ministry for Communications,
Works, Transport and Public Utilities
set out immediately to address the is-
sues in the proposal from the NCOPT.
It was agreed, in keeping with Sections
48 (7) and (8) of The Motor Vehicle

Minibuses back on the road

and Road Traffic Act of 2003, the St.
Lucia Road Transport Board appoint-
ed a Committee of five (5) persons to
conduct a review of a proposal submit-
ted by the National Council on Public
Transportation for Bus Fare increases.

an incentive to operators, to provide a
critical service at a time when there is a
low volume of commuters.

This increase means that for the short
routes such as Castries to Mongiraud,
the fare goes up from $1.25 to $ 1.50
representing a 20% increase; Castries
to Piaye goes up from $8.00 to $9.00
reflecting a 12.5% increase and Soufti-
ere to Quarte Chemin from $1.00 to $
1.25 resulting in a 25% increase. In the
case of Dennery - Castries to Dennery
Village from $3.00 to $3.50 or an in-
crease of 16.7%. These are only some
examples and the entire listing of new
fares will be published in the official
gazette and the local media. The Road
Transport Board has also made recom-
mendations for routes where no estab-
lished fare was in place.

Let me reiterate that the smallest
increase was 25 cents and the largest
increase was $1.00.

Notwithstanding, the St. Lucia Road
Transport Board at its meeting of Sep-
tember 19 2005, to consider the report
of the Committee acceded to a propos-
al from the member representing the
N.C.O.P.T. and approved a $1.00 mini-
mum bus fare or 50% of the adult fare
for children below age 15, whichever
is greater.

Committed to Universal Education

Government’s decision is based
on the simple fact that the Education
Regulations set the compulsory school
age between the ages of five and fifteen
years. The Government is further com-
mitted to realising its vision and policy
of universal secondary education and

———r

The normally busy embarkment area for the Catries to Gros-Islet buses

It was noted that the proposal high-
lighted three major components: The
request for fare increases on most of
the routes; The reduction in the age
threshold for children’s fare from age
15 to 11 years; The introduction of a
night time fare.

It is noted that while the summary
proposal from the NCOPT requested
the reduction in the age only for chil-
dren out of uniform, the route associa-
tions are insisting that all children, in
and out of uniform pay the full fare.

Main Recommendations

The committee reviewed a wide
range of issues and all available data,
and accepted the request for the in-
crease in the price of bus fares. The
first major recommendation was for
the Minister to approve an increase in
bus fares for adults in the range of 25
cents to $1.00 during normal operating
hours that is from 4.00 a.m. to 10.00
p-m. An additional 25% of the stipu-
lated fare between the hours of 10:00
PM and 4:00 AM is recommended as

therefore remains steadfast in its deci-
sion to the recommendations for the
fares for school children. This we are
certain will be welcomed by the thou-
sands of parents who must get the bus
fares for children daily.

Finally, it has been brought to
brought to our attention that some
form of protest action may be planned
for tomorrow that will have commuters
stranded and perhaps unable to return
to their homes.

Government wishes to discourage
this action and hopes that good sense
will prevail among mini-bus drivers. In
the event however that protest action
is taken, we want to advise the pub-
lic to be cautious and make back-up
plans, especially in respect of school
children.

We believe that the increases are fair,
and Government remains committed to
continue addressing all the other issues
in the transportation sector. Thank you
and good Night.”
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Tourism Minister Assures Public of Access to Beaches

overnment has assured the
Gpublic, continued access to

the Cas-En-Bas Beach as
the Plantation on Cotton Bay Resort
prepares for opening by April 2006.
However the Ministry of Tourism
has warned the riding of horses and
driving of vehicles on the beach, a
common practice in that area, will
have to stop.

Minister for Commerce, Tourism,
Investment and Consumer Affairs Hon-
ourable Phillip J Pierre says the general
harmony of beach use by locals and
visitors is what is being encouraged
through this measure. Minister Pierre
says the practice is being perpetrated
on other beaches, but is more prevalent
on the Cas-En-Bas Beach, because of
the nearby location of a riding stable,
heavily subscribed to by tourists.

“There must be a dual use - the
beaches are for our St. Lucian people

and we must allow visitors the pleasure
of enjoying our beaches. Whereas the
beaches are not private, we are hoping
that the custom of driving vehicles on
the beaches, riding horses on the beach-
es, riding horses in the sea—we’re hop-
ing it can stop,” Minister Pierre said.

Located also on the Cas-En-Bas
beach is a heritage tourism establish-
ment which the minister says will re-
main at its current location. Minister
Pierre says his Ministry is working
with the proprietors of the project and
the developers of the Plantation on Cot-
ton Bay property to ensure harmony is
achieved.

“It was 1997 when I inaugurated
the St. Lucia Nature Heritage Tourism
Programme—the reason for that was to
cause our tourism to be sustainable—
and that’s the mantra of this St. Lucian
Government as far as tourism is con-

cerned—the mantra that the benefits of
tourism must accrue to many people as
possible. What we want is an inclusive
tourism industry. So any investment in
nature heritage tourism is welcomed,”
the Tourism Minister said.

The property which is the first major
resort on the east coast of Saint Lucia
will cater to travellers searching for
comfort and extravagance rather than
cost. When completed the resort is ex-
pected to employ at least 180 people.

Pigeon Island - a national treasure

overnment representative of
Gthe Council of the Saint Lucia

National Trust (SLNT) Mr.
Earl Bousquet has issued a statement
reminding the public that Pigeon Is-
land is owned by the Government and
people of Saint Lucia. He said “It is the
sovereign property of all of the people
of St. Lucia and there is absolutely no
need for its ownership to be passed on

to any other entity” Mr. Bousquet was
responding to statement made in the
local media by the SLNT chairman Mr.
Leslie “Andy” Lake that investment in
the development of Pigeon Island by
the SLNT is hampered by the fact that
the SLNT does not own the island.

“ According to Mr. Bousquet “On
August 1, 2000, the Trust itself hosted
a ceremony at Pigeon Island, at which

the Prime Minister, Dr Kenny D. An-
thony, presided over the final and for-
mal handing over of Pigeon Island
from its former private owners to the
Government and People of St. Lucia.
On that day, all 44 acres of the island
and the accompanying 10 extra acres
of beach front were formally handed
over by CLICO and CDC, the two pri-
vate entities that owned the island over
the years. Until that day, Pigeon Island
was leased, not to the Government of
St. Lucia but to the National Trust.
But the Trust could do nothing on the
island without consulting the private
owners, CLICO and CDC. Under suc-
cessive previous administrations, all
the Trust had for Pigeon Island was a
lease. From that day on, the lease was
replaced by a title deed. On that day,
we moved from tenants to landlords,
as the PM said in his speech that day.
On that day, the status of Pigeon Is-
land changed from private property set
aside for public use, to public property
reserved in perpetuity.”

He added “This Government of St.
Lucia leased Pigeon Island to the Na-
tional Trust for 99 years for the pur-

pose of preservation, conservation and
development. It is being held by the
Trust, leased by the Government, in the
name of the People of St. Lucia. It is
therefore strange that Mr Lake should
say that in order for the Trust to devel-
op Pigeon Island, it will first have to
own it. The People of St. Lucia already
own Pigeon Island and there is no need
for anyone else to own it.

The Archaeological and Historical
Society worked hard to convince the
previous administration not to give per-
mission for Pigeon Island to become
an upscale private property; and the
present Government of St. Lucia did
not work hard to secure Pigeon Island
from private ownership to hand it over
to any other body, in any other form of
ownership.

The Government has entrusted the
Trust with the management of Pigeon
Island and the Trust is paid over half-
a-million dollars in annual subventions
to manage the island and other land-
marks in its trust. The Trust therefore
has no need to own the island in order
to develop it. It already has that man-
date and does not need title deed.”

he St. Lucia-China Friendship
T Association salutes the People’s

Republic of China on the occa-
sion of the 56th Anniversary of the
People’s Republic.

The 56th Anniversary of the Peo-
ple’s Republic coincides with the ob-
servance of the first anniversary of the
formal establishment of the SLCFA
on September 27, 2004.

It also comes at the end of a month
which began with the observance of the
8th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between St. Lucia
and China on September 1, 1997.

The Association is pleased to note that
the diplomatic, political and economic
relations between the Governments
and People of China and St. Lucia have
grown from strength to strength during
the past eight years and have continued
to deepen over past year.

Similarly, the ties of friendship be-
tween the people of the two countries
have also been enhanced in the past year,
with the strengthening of the St. Lucia-
China Friendship Association during its
first year of existence.

At the domestic level, there have been

several developments that have deepened
the bonds of friendship and cooperation
between China and St. Lucia.

There have been exchanges of visits be-
tween representatives of the Chinese and
St. Lucian Governments. St. Lucia’s Min-
isters of External Affairs and Health have
paid official visits to China during 2005.
The Speaker of the St. Lucia Parliament
and the President of the St. Lucia Senate
also led a local parliamentary delegation
that visited China this year.

Two local journalists — one from GIS
and the other from One Caribbean -- are
also among over a dozen from throughout
the region currently visiting China at the
invitation of China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

The six members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the St. Lucia-China Friendship
Association also visited China this year,
during which a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed between the lo-
cal association and the Chinese People’s
Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries.

Two representatives of the Government
of China also visited St. Lucia earlier this
year to discuss matters pertaining to Unit-
ed Nations Reform and satisfactory results

were achieved by both sides.

Economic and Technical Cooperation

between St. Lucia and China have also in-
creased in the past year, with several agree-
ments signed that will result in over two
million Chinese yuan worth of material as-
sistance to St. Lucia.
Business and trade ties between the two
countries have also increased in the past
year as more St. Lucian businesses import
from China and more Chinese nationals
open businesses in St. Lucia.

Recently, the Governments of China and
St. Lucia signed agreements and the con-
tract for construction of the new $27 mil-
lion psychiatric hospital, which will begin
by the end of this year.

In addition, another St. Lucian student
has received a scholarship from China to
study Environmental Sciences in China.
China’s relations with the Caribbean Com-
munity (Caricom) have also deepened in the
past year with the hosting in Jamaica of the
China-Caribbean Economic Forum in Feb-
ruary, which was attended by the Vice Presi-
dent of the People’s Republic of China.

At the international level, China’s role
in global economic and political matters
continued to expand in the past year, as ac-

ANNIVERSARY OF THE PeEoPLES REPuBLIC OF CHINA

knowledged by all of the major financial
and economic institutions of the world.

The SLCFA has consolidated its mem-

bership during its first year and is mov-
ing to accelerate the pace of its activities
in the weeks and months ahead.
The association is quite pleased with the
continuing high level of public interest in
its activities and in St. Lucia’s relations
with China, as indicated by the number
of new applications received for mem-
bership so far during 2005.

The Memorandum of Understand-
ing signed between the SLCFA and the
CPAFFC in May 2005 holds much prom-
ise for practical deepening and strength-
ening of the direct people-to-people ties
between St. Lucia and China. It is there-
fore the intention of the association to
activate its clauses to ensure the process
of friendship and cooperation continues
in the years ahead.

The SLCFA salutes the Government
and People of China and takes this op-
portunity to thank the Ambassador and
staff of the Embassy of the People’s
Republic of China in St. Lucia for their
valuable support and cooperation during
its first year of existence
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Safe Pesticide Management

Address by Hon. Ignatius Jean Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
to open Pesticides Awareness Week September 25th - October 1st 2003

ellow Saint Lucians, it’s anoth-
Fer year since we observed Pes-

ticides Awareness Week. Safe
chemical management must not to
be an event we remember only once
a year. Safety first must be a way of
life. We must make the protection of
human health and the environment
the absolute priority in pest and dis-
ease management decisions.

We have a very rich biodiversity
and varied ecosystem. Pesticide Safety
Awareness Week is a part of our effort
to preserve this legacy and to pass on to
future generations.

Toxic chemicals, pesticides and oth-
er agro chemicals are used to enhance
production of goods and services in
sectors such as agriculture, manufac-
turing and tourism. At the same time,
if these chemicals are not properly uti-
lized, they may adversely affect human
health and the environment.

How can we balance the risks to hu-
mans, plants, animals and the environ-
ment posed by the presence of toxic
substances as against the benefits to
society? We cannot prevent the use of
pesticides and toxic chemicals in our
country but we can ensure that they are
utilized and managed wisely so as to
safeguard human health, our natural
resources and our environment, while
enhancing our economic development.

The theme for Pesticides Awareness
week 2005 which commences Sunday
25, September is “Integrating Actions
for Safe Chemical Management”. This
theme emphasizes the value and neces-
sity of partnerships among agencies,
individuals and communities engaged
in environmental management strate-
gies, as well as the general public.

The Government of Saint Lucia
has initiated several policies, strate-
gic action plans and legislation aimed
at food safety, protection of the envi-
ronment and sustainable agricultural
and industrial development. Many of
these initiatives require a collaborative
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Hon. Ignatius Jean, Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

approach or mechanism for successful
implementation.

We have approved the establish-
ment of a National Agricultural Health,
Food Safety and Standards Committee
whose mandate is to establish a nation-
al mechanism that strengthens the ca-
pacity of the country to protect human,
plant and animal health as they relate
to domestic and international trade.

The membership of this committee
will include representatives from pub-
lic and private sector, commercial and
scientific agencies.

The Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals
Control Board which was appointed in
2004 is currently engaged in the review
and amendment of the Pesticides &
Toxic Chemicals Control Act of 2001
and associated regulations to include
sections related to implementation of
the Chemical Weapons, Rotterdam and
Stockholm Conventions.

Our Ministry has proposed the es-
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A permanent pest today

tablishment of a Pesticides and Toxic
Chemicals Control Authority which
will be responsible for the day to day
operations of implementing the pro-
visions of the Pesticides and Toxic
Chemicals Control Act.

The Government of Saint Lucia
has endorsed two regional initiatives
which were developed and will be im-
plemented through a collaborative and
integrated approach involving a num-
ber of national and regional agencies:
(1) The strategy for improved man-
agement and use of agro-chemicals in
the Caribbean. This strategy was for-
warded to and approved by Ministers
of Agriculture at COTED (Council on
Trade and Economic Development);
(2) The establishment of the Caribbean
Agricultural Health and Food Safety
Agency (CAHFSA) which will support
the work of the National Agricultural
Health, Food Safety and Standards
committee.

A winning poster in the Pesticides Awareness Competition

In Saint Lucia and indeed the rest of
the Caribbean, there is still much work
to be carried out if we are to fulfil the
obligations of the various trade, envi-
ronmental or other agreements or trea-
ties that we have ratified as a country.

We recognise that no individual, gov-
ernment or agency can achieve a safe
chemical environment. However, we
must all commit to working together to
promote our economic viability while
safeguarding the health of our people,
our environment and our biodiversity
not only during Pesticides Awareness
Week but on a daily basis. This is an
effective way to achieve our goal and
objectives of a safe chemical manage-
ment plan.

I wish all Saint Lucians - chemi-
cal suppliers, manufacturers, farmers,
households and all who use chemicals
— to remember always “Safety First.”.
Thank you.
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Safe apphcatlon of pesticides
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Public Awareness is essential aspects of public safety

0-exist With Pesticides

esticides have toxic ele-
Pments which render them

poisonous not only to the
pest they are intended for, but
also to humans and other animals.
When these pesticides are handled
during mixing or spraying, man
assumes responsibility regarding
their use. The dangers he places
himself into cannot be overem-
phasized.

Since pesticides are poisonous us-
ing them involves risk. Man accepts
industrial risks in many occupations
and there are established safety pro-
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A selection of prohibited domestic pesticides

cedures for handling pesticides just
as for any other industrial activity.
Unfortunately, many workers ignore
safety procedures and pay the price
for their negligence. Basic protective
clothing has been recommended for
pesticides depending on manner of
usage. However, these precautions
are ignored. Other fatalities result
from ignorance or negligence. For
example, surplus pesticides should
not be stored in empty beer or soft
drink bottles, or in places accessible
to children. One must remember
that other toxic chemicals (medical
drugs, kerosene, bleach) are regular-
ly stored in the home and have been
involved in similar fatalities. Proper
storage of pesticides can eliminate
this. The user has to be informed of
the hazards involved in their use.

Concern should be attached, not
only to acute toxicity problems
but also to the dangers attached to
chronic or regular intake of small
quantities of pesticides as residues in
food. The high incidences of death
due to acute poisoning by pesticides

are fairly well known but not much is
known on the incidence of non-fatal
poisoning. It is important to adhere to
the harvest limits after spraying a crop
or re-entry times after spraying a field.

Pesticides can be leached through
the soil and finally arrive in waterways.
Fortunately, their movement in the soil
matrix is a dynamic process and up-
ward as well as downward movement
is controlled by a number of factors.
The most important factors are the
physical properties of the pesticide, the
physio-chemical composition of the
soil, organic matter content of the soil,

undesirable quality. This is done by
alternating the pesticides of differ-
ent groups.

Before the advent of pesticides
man’s chief weapon was to manipu-
late agricultural practices and deny
pest of food in an effort to control
them. These practices cannot be
compared with that of pesticide that
there is no technique that is as effec-
tive, simple and quick to significant-
ly replace pesticides.

Unfortunately, it is this success
of pesticides which has masked the
significance of the other methods of

the rainfall and the temperature. Per-
haps what is most important is the run
off of the pesticides on the soil surface
along the slopes. Thus care should be
taken that pesticides are not applied in
heavy rainfall or on slopes where there
is a likelihood of run off.

Pesticides cause an imbalance in the
eco-systems. However, the reasons
pesticides are used is because there is
already an imbalance which has been
caused by man’s cultivation practices.
Conditions have been created for the
rapid development of the pest. If para-
sites and predators were effective un-
der these conditions there would have
been no imbalance and hence no need
for pesticides. Thus, if man continues
his system of agricultural productions
agro-chemicals will always be needed.

Pesticides can loose their efficacy
due to the appearance of the tolerant
strains of the pest. This is a real prob-
lem since a large number of pesticides
may be ineffective as a result. These
chemicals take a long time to be devel-
oped and be put on the market so that
efforts should be made to avoid this
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control. Pest control is changing as
a result of environmental awareness
and associated legislations, the abil-
ity of organisms to respond to hostile
environment and the understanding
of the crop-pest ecosystems. Per-
sistent organo-chlorines for ex-
ample — aldrin, heptachlor are now
replaced by the short lived organo-
phosophates for example — Mocap,
basudin and carbamates for example
— Vydate, furadan.

Since all methods of control have
their advantages and disadvantages,
the emphasis now is on integrating all
these control techniques to minimize
the damage caused by pests with mini-
mum disturbance on the environment.
Using resistant cultivars, monitoring
the pest population and applying pes-
ticides safely if the pest reaches eco-
nomic significance and destroying of
crop residues at the end of the crop
will reduce on the range and quantity
of pesticides needed. Thus we can re-
duce on the quantity of the chemicals
used but it is unlikely that with com-
mercial agriculture that we will stop
the use of pesticides.
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ASYCUDA++)

T he Saint Lucia Customs & Ex-
cise Department is introduc-
ing the Automated Systems
for Customs Data (ASYCUDA++)
to Saint Lucia later this year. It is an
integrated computer system for the
management of Customs procedures
and operations. The pilot site for this
System will be Customs operations
in Vieux — Fort.

Here are some snapshots of features
and benefits of new system:

The system seeks to maximize ef-
ficiency within the Customs clearance
processes, as well as to maintain and
continue to increase revenue without
increasing duties & taxes.

ASYCUDA ++ Guarantees to im-
prove the economy of the country by:
providing an efficient service to the
trading community, providing an effec-
tive control and collection of revenue,
and a high quality statistical and trade
monitoring mechanism.

The system will assist customers
in achieving Better Trade control; In-
creased Revenue collection; Increased

Trade facilitation; Environmental pro-
tection; Reliable Information collection.

ASYCUDA ++ will enable: Institu-
tional strengthening of Customs through
reform and modernisation; Better condi-
tions for trade operations; Better man-
agement and control of Government fi-
nances; Reliable source of information
on foreign trade; Apply international
trade recommendations and best prac-
tices; Help reduce clearance times and
processes; Provide DTI/EDI services for
the submission of trade operations; Risk
analysis and risk assessment for the
selection of entries; Effective manage-
ment and automatic selection of exam-
ining officers; Automatic calculation of
duties and taxes, as well as preferences
and exemptions; Accurate accounting of
all Customs derived revenues; Accurate
management of information and statis-
tics for all stakeholders

Expected Results are: Simplified
procedures; Faster clearance times; Re-
duction of overall costs; Enhanced rev-
enue control; Reduction of discretion-
ary actions; Accurate & timely data
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The Customs Building on Jeremie Street in Castries

Potential Benefits: Simpler for-
malities and rational documentation;
Improved Customs effectiveness and
efficiency; Available information to
formulate fiscal and trade policies; Re-
duce administrative burden; Provide
other users with information to moni-
tor trade; Electronic data exchange be-
tween Customs & Traders

The new Clearance Process will in-
volve: Automation of cargo manifest;

Electronic submission of manifest by
carriers; Inventory control of sheds and
warehouses; Electronic processing of
declarations by declarants; Risk Man-
agement for physical examination &
documentary check; Payments through
Banks and e-payment; Electronic re-
lease of goods; Post Audit controls

Six simple steps will ensure integral
control, consistency checks and quality
control by responsible officers.

THE UNITED NATIONS MUST ADDRESS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

AmBAssADOR, DR. THE HoN. JuLiaN R. HunTeE, SLC, OBE PERMANENT REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF SAINT LuciA 1O THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED THE 60TH SESSION OF THE
UNiTED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 22, 2005

¢ r. President, Saint Lucia
supported your unanimous
election as President of the

Sixtieth Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly, confident
that your diplomatic skills and expe-
rience is just what we need to ensure
a positive outcome of this historic
Sixtieth Anniversary Session. I con-
gratulate you and the Government
and people of Sweden on behalf of
the delegation of Saint Lucia and on
my own behalf, and pledge our co-
operation to you in our common en-
deavour.

My Government and delegation also
extend our thanks to your predeces-
sor in office, His Excellency Mr. Jean
Ping, for his stewardship of the Fifty-
ninth Session of the General Assembly,
charged as it was with the preparatory
work for this Sixtieth Anniversary.

Mr. President, in these times when
the demands on the United Nations are
significant and increasing, resources
limited, and we the Member States are
called upon to strengthen our coopera-
tion and keep detractors and cynics of
the organization at bay, my Govern-
ment wishes to express its apprecia-
tion to the Secretary General for his
continuing support for the work of the
United Nations.

In this sixtieth year of the United
Nations, our world is certainly not the
prosperous and peaceful one built on
the unity and strength of nations that
the Charter envisaged. Should we con-
clude, therefore, that had the United
Nations exerted more authoritative
influence in global affairs, our twenty-
first century world would be a better
one? Such an assertion seems plausible
in today’s world, replete with poverty
and hunger, disease, lack of sustainable

development, human rights violations,
terrorism, conflict and war, glaring
inequalities and a multitude of other
grave problems, including the unfin-
ished agenda on decolonisation.

The record of the United Nations,
however, does not bear out so simplis-
tic an assertion. If we look with histori-
cal retrospection at the organisation’s
record, we see that it has wielded enor-
mous influence over the years. The
challenge we Member States must take
up at this sixtieth anniversary is to en-
sure that the United Nations, the key
organization in global affairs, has the
authority and prestige to anticipate and
meet challenges of the nature and scale
we are witnessing in today’s world.

Development is foremost among the
challenges Member States identified
for urgent attention during this sixtieth
anniversary. There is logic in this ap-
proach. A significant proportion of the

critical problems the world faces now,
and in the future, is intrinsically linked
to development. It is for this reason
that Heads of State and Government, in
their Millennium Declaration, defined
succinctly what must be done to ad-
vance socio-economic development in
areas of vital concern. As we know, this
comprehensive blueprint underpins the
Millennium Development Goals.

The global leadership was sufficient-
ly confident to place their goals within
specified timeframes, understanding
as they did the desperate need for im-
provement in the socio-economic con-
ditions in numerous developing coun-
tries. What will we, the Member States
of this United Nations, say to the peo-
ple of the developing world, grappling
with poverty, hunger, HIV/AIDS and
other deadly diseases, illiteracy, gender
discrimination and other challenges if,
by the dates set, we have not met the
targets of the MDG’s? My Govern-
ment sees no merit in the discussion

as to whether target dates should have
been set. Our orientation should now
be towards accelerating the pace of
implementation, so that the goals can
be accomplished within agreed time
frames, or better still even earlier than
the target dates.

The United Nations must also show
the people of the developing world that
comprehensive measures are being tak-
en to address the environment and sus-
tainable development. Natural disas-
ters of phenomenal proportions, from
hurricane Ivan in the Caribbean to the
tsunami in Asia and now to hurricane
Katrina in the Southern United States,
have brought death and destruction to
developing and developed countries
alike. I take this opportunity, on behalf
of the Government and people of St
Lucia, to extend our sympathy to the
Government of the United States for
the tragedy still unfolding in the Gulf
States.

Continued on page 7
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The Saint Lucian delegation at the Unit

ed Nations General Assembly in 2004
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Continued from page 6

Resource rich developed countries
are better positioned to mitigate the im-
pact of natural disasters, although they,
too, are not without their challenges.
For developing countries however,
including St Lucia and other Small Is-
land Developing States in the Caribbe-
an and Pacific, decades of progress can
be obliterated in the course of a few
hours, by one hurricane or typhoon.
Beyond doubt, the environment is a
critical element of the United Nations
development agenda. It is a compelling
reason for all to sign on to the Kyoto
Protocol.

It is also in our common interest to
meet all the commitments made in the
Monterrey Consensus on Financing
for Development. In many instances,
however, expectations are not being
realized. Developing countries still

Hon. Senator Petrus Compton
Minister for External Affairs, Inter-
national Trade and Civil Aviation

cannot rely on wide-ranging develop-
ment cooperation and assistance and
debt reduction responses that are pre-
dictable and reliable. Needless to say
my Government joins in urging the
developed countries that have not al-
ready done so to meet the 0.7% target.
We recognize the G-8 initiative to take
enhanced measures for Africa’s devel-
opment, and hope that initiative would
be speedily implemented.

Related to concern for the develop-
ment and well-being of all the world’s
people, the government of St. Lucia
commends the establishment of the
one billion dollar emergency fund to be
finalised later this year which will en-
able the organization to more quickly
and effectively respond to humanitar-
ian crises.

This sixtieth anniversary provides us
with yet another opportunity — to give
impetus to initiatives to spread the ben-
efits of globalisation and trade liberal-
ization more widely.

Priority must be given to ensuring
that all developing countries benefit
from freer world trade; that the decline
in their trade sector be halted and re-
versed, and that the competition they
face in the world economy be on a lev-
el playing field — One size cannot fit all
—an indisputable fact which the WTO
stubbornly refuses to acknowledge
with respect to Bananas and Sugar in
CARICOM and SIDS, among other
things. Indeed, the cause of develop-
ment would be greatly enhanced by a
positive outcome from the next round
of the Doha trade negotiations sched-

uled for Hong Kong, China, in Decem-
ber 2005, and an early and successful
conclusion of the round overall.

Developing countries must be equal
partners in this process, and together
with the developed countries take the
decisive action required at the World
Trade Organization.

What my Government seeks to em-
phasise by drawing attention to the de-
velopment imperative is that the time
has come for a paradigm shift in the
United Nations approach to develop-
ment.

For more than a decade we have,
through a series of United Nations
summits and conferences in the eco-
nomic and social fields, formulated
and agreed the framework of a United
Nations development agenda, which
includes the MDGs. To these, we have
now added the Outcome Document of

Ambassador Anthony Servin
former Permanent Representative
to the United Nations

the Sixtieth Anniversary Summit.

Are these courses of action which
we have agreed, to be regarded as mere
platitudes, destined to be relegated to
the archives of the United Nations?

The developing countries have com-
municated through the Group of 77 and
China that the partnership and cooper-
ation of the countries of the developed
world are urgently needed to acceler-
ate action and implementation of the
United Nations development agenda.
This sixtieth anniversary, we believe,
has a responsibility to launch this pro-
cess afresh, and to carry out the com-
mitments that we have made in this
development agenda.

A more influential Economic and
Social Council and a United Nations
development system that is strong and
cohesive would ensure that the orga-
nization implements its development
mandate effectively.

Making the United Nations respons-
es equal to its challenges through re-
form and revitalization was an impor-
tant element of our deliberations in the
preparatory process for this sixtieth an-
niversary.

Let me say that my Government
is prepared to actively work together
with other Member States to set pre-
cise and unambiguous mandates for
new or reconstituted bodies including a
Peace Commission and Human Rights
Council, on the basis of consensus. It is
our considered opinion, however, that
a credible process of United Nations
reform must result in a strong General
Assembly, the organization’s sole uni-
versal organ, from which no Member
State can be, or is excluded.
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CARICOM Heads at the 26th Regular Session in Saint Lucia July 2005

We can ill afford to further erode
the General Assembly’s role and au-
thority, since the Charter confirms in
a practical sense the importance of the
Assembly by the expansive mandate
it has been given in areas that include
the maintenance of international peace
and security. No other organ has been
given such broad responsibilities, nor
has the potential to deliver over such
a wide range of Charter ideals. We are
also convinced that a strong General
Assembly would enhance the credibil-
ity and standing of the United Nations
as a whole.

Therefore, the momentum of Gen-
eral Assembly revitalization must be
maintained, and our efforts in this area
must be as dynamic and flexible as are
the forces shaping today’s world.

Reform of the Security Council has
also been a major preoccupation in the
lead up to this sixtieth anniversary, as it
has been for some twelve years. An in-
disputable case has been made for the
expansion of the Council to reflect the
exponential growth of the United Na-
tions membership from 51 in 1945 to
191 today.

We all know that the obstacle to mov-
ing beyond this point is the diverging,
and strongly held views about whether
an expanded membership should in-
clude new permanent members. This is
an issue my Government would wish
to see resolved by consensus.

Perhaps this matter might be put in
better perspective if we were to reflect
on the role and function of the United
Nations as a whole.

Within the broad range of human en-
deavours entrusted to the organization,
the Charter gives the Security Council
one specific, albeit critical mandate —
the maintenance of international peace
and security. My government is of the
view that it was not intended for this
collective security mandate to be car-
ried out by the Security Council func-
tioning as an independent and separate
entity. Rather, it is intended to be car-

ried out in cooperation with the United
Nations as a whole, and certainly in tan-
dem with the General Assembly, where
the Member States of this organisation,
that have delegated authority to the Se-
curity Council, all have voice and vote.
After all, global peace and security
concern all citizens of the world, not
just the citizens of those countries who
happen at any given time to hold seats
on the Security Council. For the pres-
ent, war and conflict loom large, and
this must be of concern to the Coun-
cil. But we must hold out hope that
we, the Member States of this organi-
zation, can make its constituent parts,
the General Assembly, the Economic
and Social Council, the development
system, other organs and agencies and
particularly the Security Council, work
together to substantially reduce, if not
eliminate war, conflict and crises.

We must also ask ourselves, what is
the nature of the membership the Coun-
cil requires to implement its mandate?
Far more than any other consideration,
it is the commitment of the Council’s
membership, permanent or non-perma-
nent, to enforcing its decisions, all of
them, to responding to situations that
threaten international peace and secu-
rity, wherever they may arise, and to
combating the insidious spread of in-
ternational terrorism that determines
the success of the Council’s work.

Mr. President, we can no longer
posture and bicker while the people of
the world, and particularly those of the
developing world, who so desperately
need the United Nations, wait. We
must take the historic opportunity this
sixtieth anniversary presents to set our
sights on a 21st Century world framed
in the ideals enshrined in the Charter,
a world of prosperity, peace and secu-
rity, with a strong United Nations at
its core. We need the United Nations;
it has the unmitigated support of the
Government and people of St Lucia.

I thank you.

Caribbean trade negotiators at a technical EU/EPA meeting in Saint Lucia
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Cariforum And European Negotlators Meet In Saint Lucia

he fourth meeting of the CAR-
I IFORUM and European Prin-
cipal negotiators was held in
Saint Lucia on Wednesday Septem-
ber 28th 2005. This was a meeting
of technical officials responsible for
trade and other multilateral issues in
the Caribbean and Dominican Re-
public (CARIFORUM) on the one
hand and the European Union coun-
tries on the other.

Among the matters discussed were
the joint report of Phase II of the ne-
gotiations on the CARIFORUM and
European Union Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA), and preparation of
Phase III of the negotiations. The two
groups of officials also exchanged
views on the 6th ministerial confer-
ence of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO), and shared information on re-
cent developments in CARIFORUM
products of Special Interest — sugar ba-
nanas and rum.
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The CARIFORUM team was led by
Ambassador Richard Bernal head of
the Caribbean Regional Negotiating
Machinery (CRNM) and included trade
officials from the Member States of
CARIFORUM, the staff of the CRNM
and the OECS Secretariat.

The negotiators meeting followed
two days of preparatory talks among
regional trade officials which took
place at in Saint Lucia.

According to Ambassador Bernal
“At all three levels of the negotiations
— Ministerial, Principal Negotiator
and subject-specific technical experts
- CARIFORUM has underscored the
need for an EPA to become a tool for
development. Consistent with the core
provisions of the Cotonu Partnership
Agreement, in addition to pursuing
sustainable development and achieving
poverty reduction, EPAs are to be com-
plemented by specific support mea-
These measures are primarily

L

CARICOM and the European Team settle down for a technical session

WIBDECO - OUT OF THE RED

he Windward Island Banana

I Export and Development
Company (WIBDECO) has

come out of the red. That’s the good
news coming from the company’s

recent annual shareholders meeting,
which took place in the UK recently.

At its last shareholders meeting, the
good news was that WIBDECO had
finally paid back the loan for the four
ships and was now in a better financial
position. As the figures moved from the
red to the black, the directors reported
the company had settled all its debts.
In addition, the company was now re-
porting a two million pound profit — the
first time in years.

Soon after the meeting, WIBDECO’s
Chief Financial officer Paul Hilaire
said the board also agreed to immedi-
ately begin sharing some of the prof-
its with the farmers of the Windward
Islands. He announced that as of that
very week, WIBDECO would be pay-
ing to farmers a 3.5 cents per pound
increase on fruit sold through the
company. This, Mr Hilaire said, was
meant to be a production incentive for
the farmers, whose efforts drove the
industry.

WIBDECO was established several
years ago when the winds of change
swept through the region’s banana in-
dustry as a result of impending global
changes.

As the UK-based Geest Industries
phased out of the industry, WIBDECO

gradually took over arrangements for
shipping, marketing and export of the
industry, which at the time employed
thousands of families in the Windward
Islands.

WIBDECO gradually took responsi-
bility for the sale of fruit on the UK and
European banana market, negotiating
contracts and prices with purchasers,
including supermarket chains.

As Geest pulled out of the shipping
aspect of the industry, that also became
the responsibility of WIBDECO. To
ensure proper and reliable transport
was maintained after the Geest Line

Ambassador Richard Bernal of the Carlbbean Team and Pr1nc1pal
Negotiator for European Union Karl Falkenberg

aimed at strengthening CARIFORUM
regional integration, and mitigating the
adjustment resulting from any degree
of trade liberalization and preference
erosion. CARIFORUM countries re-
quire the articulation of special and
differential treatment in a manner that
is reflective of their level of economic
development. The adequate reflection
of this principle in all aspects of an
EPA is critically important. One such
element would be the adequacy of the
length of the transition period for the
Caribbean’s removal of import duties
on EU imports, along with sufficient
policy flexibility to allow CARIFO-
RUM states to develop new, competi-
tive industries in the future.”

The negotiators meeting preceded
the CARIFORUM Ministerial meeting
which also took place in Saint Lucia on
Friday September 30th.

Commenting on the Ministerial
meeting Trade Policy Advisor with
the Caribbean Regional Negotiating
Machinery Dr. Claudius Preville says
“Essentially as you would imagine, the

withdrew, WIBDECO secured a loan
of 20 million pounds (Sterling) from
the Allied Irish Bank to purchase four
refrigerated ships.

The cost of the loan for the ships,
the dwindling prices for bananas
and other operational factors led to
WIBDECO remaining in the red and
unable to meet its commitments to
shareholders.

For several years, WIBDECO was
unable to make any direct payments to
the farmers of the Windward Islands,
whose associations are among the
shareholders of the company.

Prime Minister Dr. Kenny D. Anthony examines Winward Island bananas in the U.K.

ministers need to meet, agree on cer-
tain key milestones—what has been
accomplished at the technical level by
the principal negotiators—to sign off
on that and provide further direction
and mandate for the principal negotia-
tors on both sides,”

Immediately following the Joint
Ministerial meeting in Saint Lucia, the
CARIFORUM Principal Negotiator
will participate in a meeting in London
of his counterparts from the five oth-
er ACP regional configurations. The
meeting will provide an opportunity
for negotiators to take stock of where
their respective regions are in EPA ne-
gotiations with the EC, to share experi-
ences and map out common strategies
in facing the EC.

The third phase of EPA negotiations
has as its objective channelling the
points of common understanding into
elements of a draft EPA. The fourth
and final Phase will concentrate on
consolidating the results of the nego-
tiations; ultimately EPA negotiations
will be completed by the end of 2007.
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