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Agreement No.  3/99

AGREEMENT TO CREATE THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON NATURAL DISASTERS

The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:
Article VIII, paragraph 3, of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States;

Paragraph 2 (b) of the Agreement No. 1/95 of the Ministerial Council;

Paragraph 5.1 of the Santo Domingo Plan of Action;

Considering:

The request of the Special Group on Natural Disasters during its various meetings that the Ministerial Council establish the Special Committee on Natural Disasters;

The progress made in the activities conducted by the Special Group on Natural Disasters, under the auspices of the Special Committee for the Protection and Conservation  of the Environment and the Caribbean Sea;

The Agreement between the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States for Regional Cooperation in the area of Natural Disasters;

Agrees:
1. To create the Special Committee on Natural Disasters of the Association of Caribbean States, as the advisory organ of the Ministerial Council in the area of Natural and Technological Disasters;

2. To encourage Member States and Associate Members to expedite, through their respective national authorities, the signing and/or ratification of the Agreement between the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States for Regional Cooperation in the area of Natural Disasters;

3. To request Member States and Associate Members to proceed immediately with  the designation of national authorities responsible for the prevention of, mitigation of and preparation for Natural Disasters, that have the required capacity for decision making and execution  as focal points for the implementation of the Agreement;

4. That the Special Committee on Natural Disasters give priority to the creation of a Data Bank and coordination mechanisms, on the basis of the provisions of Article 9, paragraphs 1 and 4 of the Agreement between the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States for Regional Cooperation in the area of Natural Disasters;

5. To request Member States and Associate Members  to give the highest priority to the conduct of risk analyses  and to proceed with the designation of the Specially Vulnerable Areas referred to in Article 3 of the Agreement between the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States for Regional Cooperation in the area of Natural Disasters;

6. To instruct the Special Committee on Natural Disasters to reconsider  and develop new guidelines relating to the criteria for selection of experts in the region in order to establish an inventory of such experts;

7. To encourage Member States and Associate Members to improve attendance at the ordinary and extraordinary meetings of the Special Committee on Natural Disasters;

8. To confer the status of special invitee to the meetings of the Special Committee on Natural Disasters to the executive and associate members of the Iberoamerican Association of Governmental  Organisms for Civil Defence and Protection;

9. That the prioritising and presentation of projects relating to the area of Natural Disasters submitted for financing to the Special Fund of the Association of Caribbean States, must be approved by the Special Committee on Natural Disasters.
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