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UDGET FOR ALL

)r. Kenny D. Anthony
get for 2003 - 2004.
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Governmentis proposing to invest
millions of dollars in major
infrastructure projects over the
coming year to propel the economy
further along the current path to
recovery and to support the key
objective of poverty alleviation.

“We will be concentrating
primarily on the construction,”
Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance, Dr. Kenny D. Anthony, told
the House of Assembly on Tuesday,
April 8. as he presented an
expansionary $861.3 million budget
for the 2003-2004 fiscal year.

“Our focus will be on housing and
road construction as these are
significant employment generating
sectors,” the Prime Minister added.
“Our goal will be to spread these
employment opportunities island-
wide.”

After the steep decline of 2001
when output fell by 4.6 per cent as
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a direct consequence of a global
recession and the September
terrorist attacks on America, the
economy bounced back last year
with a modest but encouraging 0.1
per cent growth.

The turn-around was driven
primarily by a recovery in banana
production, significant expansion
in manufacturing and
communications, and a modest
recovery in tourist arrivals.

Against abackdrop of “caution and
uncertainty” in the global economy
which has a profound impact on St
Lucia, Dr  Anthony said
Government has aresponsibility to
take the lead role in stimulating
economic activity “in periods of
turbulence and uncertainty”.

The capital side of the budget —
totalling $348.8 million which is
primarily going towards developing
the infrastructure — represents a
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Prime Minister Dr. Kenny Anthony announced that Government will be embarking on

avery ambitious and comprehensive road development programme for St Lucia.

_POSITIONS AT BORDELAIS

vited from suitably qualified persons for appointment to the fol-
2 Bordelais Correctional Facility, Ministry of Home Affairs and

JUNTANT |

include: Day to day maintenance of the books of accounts and
1e Bordelais Correctional Facility; Ensuring that accurate records
unting records are kept in order to provide timely financial data;
ity’s accounts with Treasury and makes necessary adjustments;
I-to-day operations of purchases, payments by controlling pay-
Jers, contractors bills and utilities.

Je of $25,852.73 - $27,814.57 per annum (Grade 7)
K

include: Maintain balanced accounts on all items of revenue

I a monthly, quarterly and yearly basis; Processes salaries paid

ther paid employees; Maintain the Facility’s imperest and staff

system; Assist in the preparation of Estimates of Revenue and
Bordelais Correctional Facility.

Je of $14,082.37 - $16,184.32 per annum (Grade 3)
will be determined by the applicant’s qualifications and experi-

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN 11, |

Duties and tasks include.

General supervision and maintenance of the Bordelais Correctiona
and maintenance of the mechanical, electrical and plumbing :
building with a view to ensuring its continued operational effecti
recommendations for improvement where necessary; Ensurin
adequate supply of oil and diesel for the generators.

Salary ranges are as follows:

Maintenance Technician Il - $28,515.09 - $30,476.88 per annum
Maintenance Technician | - $22,209.60 - $24,661.78 per annum
The point of entry will be determined by the officer’s qualificatior

INDUSTRIES MANAGER

Duties and tasks include

Generating contract work for the laundry and workshops with appropriate prici
etc. Maintains contact with customers to ensure the smooth running of contract &
accounting procedures for each work area, including internal invoicing for

Engineering Shop for use in the Prison. Ensuring appropriate adherence to securit
to tools and equipment, end of shift building searches, materials control, prison
movement both receipt and delivery; Supervision of workforce and application of
measures where necessary; Prepares compatible work plans to ensure workflov
performance during daily activities.

Qalarv ig in the ranne $45 0N 40 - 47 782 15 ner anniim ((Grar
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Governor General Dame Pearlette Louisy delivering the throne speech .

Government plans to enact other laws
supporting the CSME. They relate, among
other things, to consumer protection, fair
trading, aliens licensing, dumping and
countervailing duties, and domestic
financial services laws.

Establishment of a Criminal Division of the
High Court, fundamental reform of the
magistrates court system, and the use of
Justices of the Peace (JPs) to resolve
certain types of cases, are among
proposals for improving the administration
of justice.

Meantime, work is going on to modernize
the island’s civil law. A new Civil Code is
expected to be drafted next year.

With the establishment of a Criminal
Division, the High Court will be in a position

to try criminal cases throughout the year,
instead of three times a year at the
Assizes as is currently the case.

“Naturally, this initiative will require proper
planning and adjustments on the part of
all parties in the system but my
Government is convinced that the merits
of this approach will be appreciated and a
vigorous effort will be made by all to
implement this valuable initiative,” Dame
Pearlette said.

St Lucia was hoping to pursue judicial
reform in conjunction with other members
of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) with which it shares a
common court system. However, lack of
action has prompted the Government to
proceed on its own.

Accountable Magistracy

“Constitutional responsibility for the
management of the affairs of the District
Court rests with the Executive and in
obedience to its duties under our
Constitution, my Government will continue
to redouble its efforts to provide the people
of St Lucia with a Magistrates Court that
can deliver justice freely, fairly and in an
efficient manner,” Dame Pearlette said.

“My Government believes it is critical at
this juncture that the District Courts
Ordinance be reviewed with a view to its
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“Farmers are beginning to expand and to
rehabilitate their fields because there is a
general confidence that they have regained
in the industry,” adds La Force, whose unit
is responsible for implementing the EC$11
million redevelopment programme, being
financed jointly by the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB) and the
Government of St. Lucia.

The BERP incorporates recommendations
of a Banana Industry Strategy Task Force,
which conducted a detailed analysis of
sector for the Government. The programme
will run for three years in the first instance
and has the following among its key
objectives:

= Ensuring the long-term survival and
international competitiveness of St.
Lucia’s banana industry, especially
after 2008 when current European
Union (EU) preferences come to an
end;

= Restoring farmer confidence and
improving their competencies in
production, including through the use
of the best available technology to
achieve consistent fruit quality;

= Bringing back up production levels to
satisfy current export market
requirements; and

= Increasing revenue for farmers and the
five existing banana companies.

While the present challenges are
undoubtedly the toughest in the 40-year
history of banana production in St. Lucia,
it's certainly not the first time that the
industry has found itself in a bind. A cursory
glance through the industry’s history clearly
shows a recurring pattern of highs and lows
down through the years.

F

Hilary LaForce: overseeing the

transformation of bananas
as head of BERU.
After peaking in the 1960s when there were
some 14,000 active farmers, the 1970s saw
the industry slip into a worrying decline
which prompted serious discussion on the
need to switch to alternative cash crops.
However, just as the proposal was starting
to gain momentum in the early 1980s, a
saviour, happenstance, came to the rescue
of the industry.

New Entrants in to Industry

The value of the British Pound - the
currency in which the Windward Islands
are paid for their banana exports — was
soaring against other major international
currencies. As a result, there was an
unexpected cash windfall for farmers and
the island as a whole, even though
Windwards bananas at the time were not
fetching the best prices on the British
market.

Driven by the hope of making big money,
scores of new entrants got into banana
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Damming works: An off-field irrigation system in the making to give farmeé aready

supply of water for their fields.

that farmers can make on-farm
connections. “In effect, farmers will have
access to irrigation which will contribute
immensely to improving their production
and productivity,” says LaForce.

The EU is contributing more than EC$5
million towards this project, which involves
the construction of similar systems in the
other top banana producing regions. BERU
is helping farmers to get hooked-up by

A

footing 50 per cent of the bill and providing
a loan to cover the remaining 50 per cent.

To improve the quality of banana plants,
BERU is bringing in tissue culture from
Israel. Close to a quarter million plants of
the Williams, Valery and new Jaffa varieties
will be distributed among 100-odd farmers
in the coming months at the heavily
subsidized price of $1 per plant.

Some farmers are already tilling their lands
— compliments of BERU — in anticipation
of the arrival of the tissue culture. Tissue
culture is a superior planting material,
which is developed under strictly controlled
conditions to allow banana plants to reach
maturity in a disease-free environment.

The Williams and Valery varieties have
proven to do very well under local
conditions. Jaffa, which is a newly
developed variety, is being introduced on
an experimental basis to see the results.
Just 12,000 Jaffa plants will be brought in.

BERU's first big assignment after being
launched was helping with post-Tropical
Storm Lilli rehabilitation of banana farms.
The storm, which struck last September,
wiped out about 25 per cent of the crop,
which has had an adverse impact on this
year’'s exports.

BERU has paid out over EC$400,000 to
farmers — at the rate of $100 per acre — to
assist with clearing and replanting of fields
which were damaged. By the middle of this
year, these fields should again be producing
fruit for the market.
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Dennery. The first three beneficiaries — all
women from Laborie — signed their
agreements before a large crowd which
turned up to learn about the exciting
opportunity.

Here’s how the facility works. First, you
have to get a business plan prepared,
detailing the relevant particulars about the
enterprise you wish to set up. When that
is done, you go to any participating
financial institution, put in an application
for a loan, get the business plan evaluated,
and wait for an answer.

“If the (institution) approves your business
plan, automatically you are eligible for a
grant up to maximum of $25,000,” says
Harel. “Let’s take an example. You are a
fisherman. You want to purchase a new
engine, nets and things like that....

“If the institution approves your business
which is for $40,000, you will have a grant
of $20,000 and a loan of $20,000. It means
you will have to pay interest and reimburse
only $20,000,” Harel explains.

The purpose of the grant is to pay for the
preparation of the business plan, fees and
other expenses related to the business
loan application. If any funds remain after
these expenses have been met, the
balance goes to pay for, let's say it's the
fisherman, fishing equipment and other
things he needs.

“We really believe this can be a good help
when you are starting,” says Harel. “If the

loan is approved, it means you have a viable
business.

The Rural Credit Facility, seen as another
avenue to help displaced banana farmers
find a new source of income, came out of
discussions Prime Minister Dr. Kenny D.
Anthony held with the EU in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines last year.

A low-income housing facility and a plan to
support the development of the private sector
also form part of a total development
assistance package of over EC$30 million

Medium size enterprises can also benefit
under the Rural Credit Facility being
managed by the St. Lucia Credit Union
League, credit unions, the National
Research and Development Foundation,
and the Bank of St. Lucia. Other banks have
expressed interest in participating and may
join the list soon.

The first three beneficiaries, who belong to
the Laborie Credit Union, are getting
assistance to launch a pre-school, a
bookstore, and an aquaculture (fresh water
fish and shrimp) project.

Parliamentary representative for Dennery
South, Health Minister Damian Greaves, is
lauding the Office of the National Accounting
Officer — which falls under the Prime
Minister's Office — for going into
communities around the island to inform
residents about the opportunities.
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Consumer Protection Commission will be
established as a type of watchdog
government agency to enforce the legal
rights of consumers. The Commission,
among other things, will carry out
investigations on behalf of consumers who
believe they were adversely affected
through the sale of goods and provision of
services.

Product Safety

The purpose of such investigations will be
to determine whether the goods or services
complained of, were sold or provided in
contravention of the Consumer Protection
Act.

The Director of Consumer Affairs is given
power by the legislation to publish, with
the approval of the St. Lucia Bureau of
Standards, warning notices in newspapers
relating to product safety, product

T

standards, product information, and the
recall of goods.

Another key provision of the Consumer
Protection Bill is the imposition of
obligations on the vendors of goods and
the providers of services in St. Lucia. .

“For example, a vendor or provider is under
an obligation in reasonable circumstances
to provide information on the origin, price,
care and other terms of goods being sold,”
Pierre explains.

“The vendor or provider is also under an
obligation to provide receipts and

warranties,” he adds. “The Bill also
nrnhihite a vendar ar nrovider from

Telecommunications services:

“Consumers are the largest economic
group anywhere in the world, and they
make an important contribution to social
and economic development,” Pierre points
out. “Business, trade and commerce
cannot be successful if consumers are not
in a position to utilize the goods and
services produced.”

“The views, opinions, concerns and rights
of consumers must be considered at all
levels of economic and commercial activity
and at trade negotiations,” he adds.

The present heightened level of consumer
awareness in St. Lucia is largely the result
of efforts by Government, led by the
Consumer Affairs Department, to sensitize
the public about their rights in this unfolding
era of globalisation and trade liberalization.

A spin-off of these efforts has been the
establishment, about a year ago, of the

consumers are starting to reap benefits

National Consumer Association, which has
been waging a highly vocal and visible
campaign for a better deal for consumers.
The Consumer Affairs Department
facilitated the establishment of this
independent body.

Telecommunications Services

The determined crusade by OECS
countries, spearheaded by Senator Calixte
George, for telecommunications
liberalization to secure a better deal for
consumers, also did a lot to raise
awareness here and the rest of the sub-
region about consumer rights and issues.
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led an update on the project — the centrepiece
plan for St Lucia’s health care sector — as he
evelopment initiatives that stand to bring great

nstructing a new psychiatric hospital in Marigot
Jpe, which has outlived its usefulness.

2 opening of the new general hospital, Pierre
.ucians are currently attending medical school
Jork as doctors at the facility on their return

The Victoria Hospital has continued to serve
the major health careinstitution in St. Lucia
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